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UTSA releases reports on external
reviews
By Alejandro (AJ) Lopez &
Heather Montoya
Co-News Editors
The consulting firms UTSA
hired to review the university’s
Title IX process and the allegations of a campus climate
tolerance of sexual assault have
released their reports.
The two firms are Ice Miller,
charged with investigating sexual
assault allegations initiated in
November 2018 and Baker Tilly,
charged with reviewing Title IX
compliance that was initiated in
February 2019.
“In my mind, there is only
one path before us—we must be
relentless in our quest to continually improve as an institution,”
stated President Eighmy in an
email sent on April 4 regarding
the sexual assault accusations.
Ice Miller was brought to
UTSA after a series of flyers alleging sexual assaults were posted
on campus and at an off-campus
apartment in November 2018.
Around this same time, UTSA
administrators became aware of a

group of approximately 30 female
UTSA students who gathered to
discuss concerns about sexual assaults occurring on campus.
“The Ice Miller and Baker Tilly
reports were everything I expected [them] to be; bare minimum
and superficial. Ice Miller was 13
pages of the University’s performative actions and complete
dismissal of the positive change
#ChangeRapeCulure has done
for the UTSA and San Antonio
community,” Katerina Tsvekov,
a senior public health major and
co-organizer for #ChangeRapeCulture said.
According to the report, UTSA
contacted Ice Miller on Nov. 20
to conduct a factual investigation
and speak to indviduals involved
with sexaul assault incidents in
order to understand their desire to
improve UTSA culture.
Based on the investigation
report, Ice Miller was unable to
receive any specific details from
individuals who posted the flyers
that gave rise to the investigation.
Student organizers declined to
speak with Ice Miller but spoke
with UTSA officials about poten-

tial changes to improve protection and care for sexual assault
survivors. The few reports Ice
Miller received either had already
been reported to UTSA’s Title IX
compliance office or only provided general information. Based
on the reports the Title IX office
received, a separate audit report is
being compiled.
“Culture change is imperative
and will require us to take a hard
look at the factors playing into
sexual assaults, such as the role
and the need for a common understanding of consent,” President
Eighmy, in the email, said.
According to the Baker Tilly
review on Title IX compliance,
the investigation had three main
objectives: to determine if policy
documentation complies with
Title IX requirements and reflects
university Title IX administration practices, to assess Title IX
processes to see if they follow
documented policies and proceContinued on page 2
See “Sexual assault allegations led to investigations”

Flyers posted on campus and at an off-campus
apartment led to the Ice Miller investigation.
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Students re-establish Red
Student organization
Cross Club
raises money for pediatrics
By Joseph Torres
Assistant News Editor
The American Red Cross Club (ARCC)
at UTSA has been re-established for
students wanting to get more involved
in community volunteer activities. Paolo
Martinez, an undeclared freshman, has
reinstated this student organization after it
was dismantled in 2016. The organization
was discontinued due to a lack of student
involvement, and Martinez’ goal is to
remedy this issue.
“I’m actually trying to work with the
region to develop a more youth-heavy
program. As of right now this region
doesn’t have the same amount of youth
involvement as other regions do,” Martinez said. “I founded my [Red Cross] club
back in high school, so I have a pretty
good idea of how to run this club to get it
started up and pass on the torch.”
The ARCC has five branches that
cover: biomedical (blood services),
services to the armed forces, disaster response, training services and international
services. One training service opportunity
that students will have is to volunteer
on the “Home Fire Campaign” which
is a program designed to install smoke
alarms free of charge to high-risk and
low-income areas of San Antonio. This is
an entry-level opportunity for students to

see an immediate impact in local communities.
“Also, if you’re above the age of 18
and you have the proper qualifications,
you can deploy to different disaster
[zones]. For example, I helped with Hurricane Harvey in 2017,” Martinez added.
25 Live, an event planning and scheduling system at UTSA, has authorized the
ARCC to schedule biweekly meetings for
students interested in volunteering. Their
inaugural meeting was held on April 1 at
4 p.m. in a large study room in the John
Peace Library.
“This club doesn’t need too much time
commitment during the week, but the biggest time commitment you’ll have is on
the weekends when we do installations,
for example. Those generally take four
to six hours to complete but you’ll get
service hours for that and there is a way
to actually print out your hours sheet and
get a verification form for those that need
it,” Martinez said.
The ARCC works directly with the Red
Cross and will provide numerous opportunities for students seeking volunteer
hours. The ARCC invites anyone who is
interested to attend one of the biweekly
meetings. For more information on the
ARCC students can email utsaamredcross@gmail.com, paolo.martinez@
redcross.org or call (281) 904-5173.

President Eighmy
receives award
By Breahna Luera
Staff Writer
The San Antonio Business Journal
has announced President Taylor Eighmy
as the inaugural Dealmaker of the Year.
While Eighmy is not San Antonio’s first
Dealmaker—someone who initiates additional infrastructure and culture to the
city—he is the first to be named Dealmaker of the Year. He received this award
in light of his plans to expand UTSA’s
Downtown Campus.
“I think about all those who came

President Eighmy speaks at San Renato Lopez/
The Paisano
Antonio’s 300-Year Anniversary.

Continued on page 2
See “San Antonio Business Journal
named UTSA president as Dealmaker of
the Year”

By Jose Chapa
Web Editor
For the Kids’ (FTK) annual 12-hour
dance marathon on April 6 in the Convocation Center included the announcement
that the organization raised $32,715.04
this year. FTK, a UTSA student organization and nonprofit which hosts events
throughout the year aims to raise money
and provide emotional support while raising awareness for pediatric cancer.
All of the proceeds will go to the children and families at University Hospital
who need financial help with medical
bills, food, gas, transportation and other

Nurses from University Hospital participate in
dancing at the FTK event.

finances. Volunteers pledged to stand for
12 hours at this event to show families
that since cancer never rests, they will not
either.
Families struggling with pediatric
cancer watched as students from UTSA
and medical professionals from University Hospital danced and stood in support
of them.
“Many people did not believe in us and
I am proud of the team [and] of what we
were able to accomplish this year,” Leonardo Garcia, sophomore communications
major and FTK family relations branch
member, said.

Jose Chapa/The Paisano

Professor recognized for
work in e-governance
By Kaylee Boggan
Staff Writer
UTSA Public Administration Professor,
Christopher Reddick, was recognized in
the article, “Research collaboration and
knowledge sharing in e-governance,”
published in the journal Transforming
Government: People, Process and Policy,
as one of the top 10 producers of researchers in the field of e-government. Egovernment is the concept of using digital
methods to encourage citizen participation in government. Reddick is an expert
in the field and has been cited almost
4,000 times for his research on public
policy, participation and e-government on
Google Scholar. He has published almost
100 journal articles and is the author and

editor of 15 books.
“I teach in the College of Public Policy,
and I research electronic government—or
e-governance,” Reddick said. “E-governance is using technology for businesses
and citizens to interact with government...
It is basically using any digital technology to contact government.”
His most cited paper is one he wrote
in 2004. “[The paper] looked at why and
how citizens interact with their government,” Reddick said. “I was interested in
what governments will expose to the public and what they will supply online. In
Continued on page 2
See “Christopher Reddick listed as a
top researcher”
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UTSA
San Antonio fashion guru
Michael Quintanilla and
designer Graciela Carrillo
will have their own fashion
designs on display at the
UTSA Institute of Texan
Cultures (ITC). The new
exhibit, “Fiesta Passion, Fiesta
Fashion,” will be on display
from April 6 to May 5. The
exhibit will showcase clothing
articles, purses, pins, medals
and more creative works
that embody and express the
vibrancy of the Fiesta season.

Texas
Fans celebrating Texas
Tech’s Final Four win against
Michigan State on April 6
poured into the streets around
the university’s campus in
Lubbock, shutting down
traffic and lighting fires.
Videos and photos from the
celebration showed people
cheering, a flipped car and
at least one fire burning in
the street. Texas Tech issued
a statement on April 7,
explaining that celebrations
should be done in a way
that does not diminish an
incredible moment.

U.S.
Motel 6 will pay $12 million to
settle a lawsuit in which several
of their Washington locations
gave their guest lists to U.S.
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE). Between
2015 and 2017, seven Motel 6
locations shared approximately
80,000 guests’ personal
information with ICE without a
warrant. The $12 million would
go towards monetary damages
for the affected guests.

World
Rwanda will mark the 25th
anniversary of the genocide
that killed 800,000 people
from April 7 to mid-July 1994.
Paul Kagame, who led a rebel
force that ended the slaughter,
lit a remembrance flame in the
capital, Kigali. Rwandans will
mourn for 100 days, the amount
of time it took in 1994 for about
a tenth of the country to be
massacred.

Business
Fast-food chains from
McDonald’s to Carl’s Jr. to
Burger King are introducing
more bacon items to their
menus. The number of
restaurant menus across the
U.S. that feature bacon has
grown by 5 percent in the last
10 years. Bacon was found
on 68.1 percent of fast-food
menus in 2019, according to
Datassential.

Science
A urine test for wild mosquitoes
has, for the first time, proved it
can give an early warning that
the local pests are spreading
diseases. Mosquito traps
remodeled with a pee-collecting
card picked up genetic traces
of West Nile and other viruses
circulating the world. These
tests are based on a salivamonitoring system that was
unveiled in 2010.

Sexual assault allegations lead to investigation
Continued from Page 1
dures and to evaluate
potential Title IX office
reporting structures.
The Baker Tilly review
details UTSA’s strengths
regarding sexual misconduct: a positive tone
from President Eighmy;
Equal Opportunity
Services (EOS) investigators experienced in law
enforcement, student
conduct, human resources
discrimination and Title
VII; technology for campus safety, the LiveSafe
Smartphone Application;
and implementation of annual training on Title IX.
However, the Baker
Tilly review also details
recommendations based
on high, medium and low

priority.
High priority recommendations include
updating the Handbook of
Operating Procedures 9.24
Sexual Harassment and
Sexual Misconduct to decide who determines sanctions, creating a template
for written notifications
to respondants, implementing that the EOS
Director provides parties
with ample time to review
and respond to investigation reports and then to
revise the report based on
feedback and updating the
SCCS finding letter templates to include justifications and implementing a
Legal Affairs review.
“We are making every
effort to cultivate a zerotolerance environment
at UTSA where commu-

nity members can thrive,”
Robinson said. “We
recognize that even one
instance of sexual assault
or misconduct in our community is one too many.
We expect swift progress
in moving toward our goal
of zero-tolerance.”
Students received an
email on April 8 asking
them to participate in a
survey on student safety
and services. According
to President Eighmy’s
email, Dr. Megan Augustyn, assistant professor
in UTSA’s department of
criminal justice is leading the study. Her study
is independent from the
external review reports or
the events that initiated
them.
“We believe it is not
enough to acknowledge

that threats to safety occur; we want to know how
these threats impact the
well-being of UTSA students,” said Dr. Augustyn.
According to Dr.
Augustyn the goal of the
survey is to assess student
experiences whether they
occur on campus, in the
San Antonio community
or online as they relate to
safety. Investigators will
use the data to make recommendations for policies
and will work with interested groups to identify
ways that student services
could be improved.
“Once again, I appreciate the students,
faculty and staff who hold
us accountable for making
UTSA a better institution
and a safe space for all,”
said President Eighmy in

the email. “Your voices
play an important role in
helping us to find effective
solutions, build trust and
move forward together.”
For Sexual Assault
Awarness Month, UTSA
will be hosting events
to raise awarness about
sexual assault prevention.
If you would like more
information, please visit
http://www.utsa.edu/studentadvocacy/saam. For
additional information related to EOS, please visit
https://www.utsa.edu/eos.
For counseling services,
visit http://www.utsa.edu/
counsel.

San Antonio Business Journal named UTSA
president as Dealmaker of the Year
Continued from Page 1
before me, the individuals who
made the transformational deals
to create some of our city’s
most iconic entities, and
although I’m the first person
to receive this new award, I’m
in very good company when
it comes to the strong legacy
of Dealmakers in this city,”
Eighmy said.
Since the beginning of his
presidency in Fall 2017, Eighmy
has launched 24 strategic plans,
comprehensively known as the

Campus Master Plan, to elevate
UTSA; the expansion of the
Downtown Campus has been integral in his goal to make UTSA
an “urban-serving university.”
He hopes to create an extension of UTSA that enhances the
education of students and better
prepares them for their careers
after graduation.
“I am passionate about
UTSA’s ability to create prosperity and opportunity for all of San
Antonio, and we are going to do
that by producing the highlyskilled workforce our city and

Christopher Reddick
listed as a top
researcher

nation would need most right
now,” Eighmy said.
The expansion will include
adding more buildings for the
cybersecurity and business programs, along with housing and
other amenities so that students
will be able to study solely at the
Downtown Campus.
“The development of the
Downtown Campus—new
buildings, expanded academic
programs and growing enrollment—are really going to boost
the city’s economic development and knowledge economy,”
Eighmy said.
The president plans to
honor his new title by following through with the rest of his
initiatives which include: a new
athletics facility, making changes to the Main Campus with his
new Master Plan and creating
two new residential units on the

Main Campus in order to make
UTSA a better place for all.
“Reaching our ultimate destination as a model for student
success and a great public
research university requires a
multifaceted approach, and all
cylinders are firing,” Eighmy
said.
To read about all of his initiatives in depth, you can visit utsa.
edu/strategicplan.

Continued from Page 1
the 1990s, the government was
just putting information online,
and with this new technology I
wanted to see what the people
wanted.”
Reddick is no stranger to
honor and has had a long history
of research at UTSA.
“I started at UTSA in 2001. I
came to UTSA because I was inspired because it was a research
university,” Reddick said. “I
started this research and this was
management information in the
public sector and I like how it
changes so much. Some research
never changes, but technology is
constantly changing and evolving.”
Reddick is honored to be recognized for publishing his studies of trends from 2000-2018.
“I was doing research before
it became a big deal and found
the next trend,” Reddick said.
“The timing was good and I was
interested in it. I was interested
in technology. It’s nice to be
recognized.”
He also thinks that the world
of e-governance is expanding
like never before.
“Websites would revolutionize
the way we interact with government because the internet was
really evolving,” Reddick said.
“We can interact with people,
and in the past the media was the
bridge but now they can go to
the public.”
Reddick believes that research
is helping the world to evolve
and grow. He offers advice to
aspiring researchers.
“Be passionate about something, always work for your goal
and make sure to take criticism
and improve from it,” Reddick
said. “You have to be able to
take rejection because it makes
you stronger. Now we have more
[research] than when I was doing
my Ph.D. I wanted to start publishing after I [started] researching. Young students shouldn’t be
afraid to follow their dreams.”
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opinion
Boundaries haven’t changed–awareness has
Editorial
Potential presidential candidate Joe Biden has recently been accused of inappropriately touching two women during political events in 2009 and 2014. Following the
accusations, Biden released a video stating that he will begin to be more conscious
of people’s personal space and boundaries, since the “social norms have begun to
change.” Closer to home, former UTSA President Ricardo Romo was accused in 2017
of inappropriately embracing women staff members; he used a cultural expression of
affection as a justification. Both Biden and Romo implied that their behaviors were
harmless and misinterpreted, but these explanations are not valid.
Men in powerful positions must develop an awareness of the impact their actions
have on others and hold themselves accountable for the way they treat people. There
should be a basic understanding of the importance to treat everyone in a professional
environment with the same respect, regardless of their status or gender. For example,
a man would not expect to receive a hug, rub on the back, hands on his shoulders or
have his hair sniffed, as Biden has been accused of doing. Men don’t expect this treat-

ment—neither do women. A handshake that is good enough for a man, is good enough
for a woman.
In the past, women were reluctant to be vocal when men in powerful positions—including in the workplace, government and household—behaved inappropriately. There
have always been boundaries, but in the past people could more easily cross them;
however, women are now more outspoken and empowered than ever. Women are finding their voices and speaking out against their oppressors. Boundaries have always
existed, but now they are becoming stronger and more defined.
Joe Biden should not claim himself to be a victim of the times; he should apologize
to the women whose boundaries he has violated. Boundaries haven’t changed—awareness has.
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Joe Biden’s inability to hold himself accountable
Commentary

By Josh Peck
Staff Writer
Recently, Joe Biden faced accusations from two women who
claimed that he touched them
inappropriately. The first was
from Lucy Flores, a candidate
for lieutenant governor of Nevada in 2014.
She wrote an article on March
29 stating that then-VicePresident Biden had come up
behind her, placed his hands
on her shoulders, smelled her
hair and kissed the back of her
head while backstage before an
election rally. Flores writes that
during the encounter, “I wanted
nothing more than to get Biden
away from me.” The second accusation comes from a woman
named Amy Lappos who says

that at a 2009 fundraiser, Biden
“put his hands around my neck
and pulled me in to rub noses
with me.” Lappos went on to
say that the incident was more
than affectionate or grandfatherly, that it instead was “sexism or
misogyny.”
These accusations came just
before Biden was expected to
officially announce his candidacy for president and during
the #MeToo era when women
are feeling more empowered
than ever to speak out on sexual
assault, harassment and severely
uncomfortable situations that
men, especially powerful men,
have put them in.
Biden has been beloved by
many throughout his political
career, especially during his
eight years as vice-president
to Barack Obama. His goodnatured personality, statesmanship and the idea of a return to

an Obama-like presidency have
led many to see him as their first
choice for 2020. But none of
these things should be reasons
for overlooking the accusations against Biden or the way
he’s handled sexual harassment
claims against others in the past.
Recently, Biden has come
out saying that he owes Anita
Hill, a woman who was attacked and humiliated in front
of an all-male Senate judiciary
committee over sexual harassment claims she made against
now-Supreme Court Justice
Clarence Thomas in the 1990s,
an apology for not being able to
protect her as chairman of that
committee. Yet in the decades
following, he has not contacted
her personally and blames the
way she was treated on his
Republican colleagues.
Biden is a man who finds
himself in the center of a con-

troversy that his decisions alone
created. Following the accusations, Biden released a video
saying he will “be more respectful and mindful of people’s
personal space.” Biden also
remarked in that same video
that “the boundaries protecting
personal space have been reset”
and that “social norms have begun to change, they’ve shifted.”
What Biden fails to realize
is that women’s silence was
not meant to be construed as
permission, but was most often
a reaction out of fear and shock.
The reason women are speaking
out now is not because social
norms and boundaries have
changed, it is because many
women finally feel empowered
to do so.
Biden frames himself as a
victim of changing times, and it
seems that he does not believe
he was ever in the wrong. Biden

shows that he is a man who is
not and has not been accountable for his actions, particularly
when it comes to his interactions with women.
No accusations have come
out that would make Biden
comparable to men like Harvey Weinstein or Matt Lauer.
However, just because the
Biden accusations are not as
extreme does not mean he has
the character needed to hold
the office of president. It’s time
for Democrats to see Biden for
what he is: an unapologetic man
who is unfit for the presidency
of the United States.

and odds point to there being
hundreds of thousands of planets
that have the same conditions as
Earth.
Some say that the Great Filter
was at the first or second step of
the evolution of life, and we are
special to have passed it. This
would explain why we have
not seen extraterrestrial life;
they weren’t lucky enough to
survive the Great Filter. On the
other hand, some believe that
we have yet to reach the Great
Filter, and thus the title of the
YouTube video entails that if we
discovered alien life, humanity is likely to be doomed. If
we discover that other planets
contain alien life, then humans
on Earth, along with other life,
will be forced to face the Great
Filter, and there will be a chance
that we do not survive it.
There is speculation that the
forthcoming Great Filter could

be something we do to ourselves, like polluting the planet
or maybe even World War III,
rather than something that is out
of our control like a huge meteor
hitting us. If you believe in the
Great Filter theory, both manmade outcomes seem equally
inevitable, given that we have
dug ourselves into a deep hole
of self-destruction that it is just
as unlikely that we can come
together to save the Earth as it
is that we could prevent a giant
meteor strike.
I think the Great Filter is a
plausible theory. To me, the
Great Filter—especially when
one believes that it is impending
and not behind us—is just an
excuse for humanity’s current
self-destructive habits. We determine our own fate, not some
unknown obstacle.
I could be wrong, and it is
likely we will never really know

the answer until we actually
experience it.
This is just the tip of the
iceberg of theories about the
universe and our existence, and
if you try to understand it all,
you could end up going into a
giant wormhole resulting in an
existential crisis, speaking from
experience, but it is good to
open up a dialogue for curious
minds to discuss these kinds of
topics.

The Great Filter theory
Commentary

By Breahna Luera
Staff Writer
It is not uncommon to ponder
about the universe, its creation
and what goes on inside of it.
Many of us sit in our beds at two
in the morning and think about
these questions until our brains
can’t function anymore: where
do we come from? Are there
other planets that have life like
us? Why haven’t we discovered
them yet? All of these questions
produce dozens of theories that
try to explain our existence, and
today we will discuss one of
them: the Great Filter.

The Great Filter theory is better understood if you think about
the evolution of life as a flight
of stairs—I got this wonderful
analogy from the YouTube video
“Why Alien Life Would be our
Doom- The Great Filter,” and I
recommend watching it if you
want more information on this
topic. Let’s just say that humanity as it is today is on the fifth
stair step; that means life on this
planet has overcome all of the
previous obstacles like making complex cells, having those
cells mutate into more complex
life forms and having those
lifeforms evolve to have the
intelligence we have today.
In theory, if there are other
planets with the ability to
sustain life, they have walked
up the same flight of stairs we
have walked. This is a relatively
well-supported theory, considering the vast size of the universe,
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The significance of Cesar
E. Chavez
Commentary

By Josh Peck
Staff Writer
During the last weekend of March,
I participated for the first time in the
Cesar E. Chavez March for Justice here
in San Antonio. It was the 23rd annual
march of its kind, but it was the first
time I’d even heard about it in the eight
years I’ve lived in San Antonio.
UTSA sent a coalition out to the
march, and they were joined by other
colleges, high schools, banks and community organizations. They all came
together to champion Cesar Chavez,
one of the greatest labor and civil rights
leaders in the country. He is a symbol
of nonviolence and arguably one of
the greatest catalysts for the Chicano
civil rights movement. His message of
justice and equality lives on today.
For some, his legacy is tarnished
by his attitude towards immigration
and his use of derogatory terms like
“wetback” to describe undocumented
immigrants. Some conservatives use
these types of comments from Chavez
to strengthen their own anti-immigration views. So, what is the truth about
Chavez’ stance towards undocumented
immigrants, and why should we
continue to celebrate his name and his
legacy today?
Chavez and Dolores Huerta—an
advocate for labor rights, feminist and
civil rights leader—founded what came
to be known as United Farm Workers
(UFW) in 1962. The organization was
designed to empower farm workers
to unionize to fight for better working conditions and fair pay. The UFW
held strikes and imposed boycotts
to pressure wineries and farm owners. On many occasions they were
beaten and sprayed with pesticides, but
Chavez fought to maintain a nonviolent movement. He went so far as to

The legacy of Nipsey Hussle
Commentary

fast for weeks at a time to ensure that
his people would not take up violence
against their oppressors.
As one of the leaders of the Chicano
civil rights movement, Chavez inspired
thousands across the nation and continues to inspire to this day. The influence of Chavez, Huerta and the UFW
is visible in the “Si se puede!” slogan
that is painted on canvases, printed on
t-shirts and chanted at the annual Cesar
E. Chavez March for Justice here in
San Antonio.
Chavez is guilty of displaying a clear
prejudice against undocumented immigrants; he called them “wetbacks” and
organized “wet lines” in the UFW—
plans designed to push immigrants
back to the border. His actions are inexcusable, but he did evolve his stance.
Years later, Chavez fought for amnesty
for undocumented immigrants in the
Immigration Reform and Control Act
of 1986. He realized that immigrants
were being “doubly exploited,” as farm
workers and as people who could not
defend their own interests.
It is important to recognize the
shortcomings of our leaders and to
hold them accountable; however, those
shortcomings must not necessarily ruin
their broader message. We must be
willing to allow people to evolve their
ideologies on issues; not every change
in opinion is done disingenuously. We
will never have unfaltering leaders
with spotless records because there are
no unfaltering people with spotless records. Chavez advocated for justice for
farm workers and as a result, advocated
for justice for the Chicano community
as a whole.
These reasons are why he should be
regarded as a remarkable civil rights
leader, even in the face of his faults.
These reasons are why you will hear
me chanting “Si se puede!” along with
the rest of the marchers in next year’s
Cesar E. Chavez March for Justice. I
hope to see you there chanting with me.

By Adrianne Kristianto
Social Media Coordinator
Five in the torso, one in the head. The
Grammy-nominated rapper, entrepreneur
and activist for his community of SouthCentral L.A., Nipsey Hussle, born Ermias
Asghedom, was murdered on Sunday,
March 31, in his hometown, Los Angeles,
California.
Hundreds of fans and residents from
Crenshaw, Nipsey’s neighborhood, held a
vigil in front of his clothing store, The Marathon Clothing, where he was fatally shot.
Clinging to his lyrics and past interviews,
residents reflected on Nipsey’s good deeds
to his community.
Although Nipsey had spoken publicly
about his long association with L.A. gang,
Rollin’ 60s, he seemed to had distanced
himself from it through community activism. He had initiated a plan to create a
STEM center called “Too Big To Fail” for
L.A. youth in order to bridge Silicon Valley and inner-city L.A. He was involved
in various art projects such as Destination
Crenshaw, an open-air museum that highlights and rejuvenates Black Los Angeles.
His impact to his community cannot be
exaggerated; he was murdered a day before
he was scheduled to meet with the LAPD
chief Michel Moore and Police Commissioner Steve Soboroff to discuss ways he
could help end gang violence.
Crazy as he was prolific, he made moves
that were considered insane at the time.
Back in 2013, he charged $100 a piece
for his Crenshaw mixtape and sold 1,100
copies with Jay-Z being responsible for
100 of them. The next year, he put out 100
physical copies of Mailbox Money for
$1,000 each through his own record label,
All Money In. He sold 60 of them. Setting
the bar way up, “Neighborhood Nip”—one
of Nipsey’s nicknames—was one of the
most admired figures in the music industry
and was genuinely committed to creating a
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interested in learning more about Nipsey’s
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Arts & Life
Big and bright
UTSA hosts 22nd annual Festival of Flutes
By Kirkland Luther
Arts & Life Editor

T
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The flute ensemble plays the first notes of the night’s selections.

he 22nd annual Festival of Flutes was held in the UTSA Recital Hall
on April 2. Flute ensembles from the University of the Incarnate
Word, Texas Lutheran University and San Antonio College joined
the UTSA flute ensemble in a celebration of the instrument and its
history.
The ensemble was conducted by a rotation of directors: Dr. Rita Linard of UTSA;
Jeanne Gnecco of Texas Lutheran and Incarnate Word; Martha Fabrique from San
Antonio College; and guest conductor C.J. Arguello.
The festival began with two arrangements of J.D. Boismortier’s “Concerto No. 6
in E Minor” - first adagio followed by allegro. Lush sounds resonated across the auditorium as members of the ensemble began to enter the warm melody one by one.
After a short pause, the tempo immediately changed into a strident call and response
of overlapping melody. The piece continued with the addition of counter-melodies
and harmonies and into a fervent whirlwind of sound before returning back to the
stately melody played at the beginning of the arrangement.
After a round of applause, members of the ensemble stood and changed spots
within the group; some exchanged alto flutes for tenor and bass flutes as Dr. Linard
introduced the second piece and welcomed the evening’s guest conductor and assistant, C.J. Arguello.
“The second piece ‘By Kells Waters’ [arranged by Kelly Via] is a traditional Irish
tune you might not know, but you’ll know that it’s Irish as soon as we start playing,”
Dr. Linard said.
Low, breathy notes triumphantly flowed over one another before bright Celtic
harmonies nestled themselves atop the bassline for several measures. After a commanding pause, the low notes welcomed themselves to the forefront again before
decrescendoing into silence.
Following Tim Hagen’s “Big and Bright,” Dr. Linard introduced the third piece
of the evening. Dominic Valadez, a bass flute player in the ensemble, composed
“Rondo.”
“So next on our program is another piece written by a young composer who happens to be in our group. Dominic wrote this [piece] last year, not for us, but originally for string quartet. We’ve been playing it a lot this year,” Dr. Linard said.
Staccato notes introduced the piece as full, breathy melodies from the piccolos
entered soon after. Soon, the ensemble played locomotive-like notes before other

members began fluttering trills to break the horn-like sound.
The festival continued with three more pieces: George Bizet’s fanfare-like “Farandole”; Anot Dvorak’s rounded “Bagatelles, op. 47”; and Vincenzo Sorrentino’s
polyphonic “Fluten II,” a favorite amongst the directors and ensemble. Following
these pieces was the penultimate piece, Amy Rice-Young’s arrangement of “Scarborough Fair.”
“[This piece] is an English folk song. You might know a few words from it from
Simon and Garfunkel. [This piece] features the low flutes and once they start playing, they never stop,” Dr. Linard said.
The piece began with a homophonic melody from the different sections before
breaking off into the familiar, melancholic melody of the classic folk song. The
festival concluded with Johann Sebastian Bach’s “Air from Suite in D Major.”
“At the national flute convention closing ceremonies we always close with this
piece, so that became our tradition. We also do it in memory of people we’ve lost,”
Dr. Linard said.
Flourishing melodies played over breathy bass tones leaving the audience with
a profound feeling of wistfulness for past times and simultaneous appreciation for
those present in their lives.
For more information about the UTSA Music department, visit music.utsa.edu.

Festival of Flutes flyer.

Courtesy of UTSA Music Department

Speaking words of wisdom
Poet laureate, Octavio Quintanilla, reads select works at Our Lady of the Lake
By Julia Maenius
Staff Writer
Octavio Quintanilla, professor at Our
Lady of the Lake University and the first
male poet laureate of San Antonio, held
a poetry reading and visual showcase on
April 4. Quintanilla put his new visual
poetry on display in his exhibit.
Growing up in Mexico and moving to
the valley of Texas for school, Quintanilla pulled his inspiration for his first
composition of poetry, “If I Go Missing,”
from his childhood memories and the
struggles his parents faced as they sent
their two sons to America alone.
Quintanilla was named poet laureate of
San Antonio on April 3, 2018. The job of
poet laureate is to preserve poetry culture
and incorporate creative outlets throughout the city. By promoting public interest
and culture surrounding poetry, poet
laureates take on a project to cultivate a
community of authors and artists in San
Antonio.
During his reading, Quintanilla recited
poems from his published work and also
previewed some of his newer writings
from his working manuscript, set to be
published in 2020. In his first publica-

tion, Quintanilla discussed his childhood and the view of Mexico from the
eyes of a native. In his new manuscript,
he takes the same idea from his first
composition, but sinks further into his
emotions and brings them to light as he
elaborates on his struggles.
In addition to his manuscript, Quintanilla exhibited his new line of work,
Frontextos. Frontextos is derived from
two Spanish words he has created to
mean “text from the borderland.” As
Quintanilla developed his Frontextos,
he incorporated art using pencil and oils
in order to add a more visual experience for the reader. By mixing mediums
and immersing culture and language,
Quintanilla appeals to Hispanic culture
by crafting his Frontextos in all Spanish.
Mixing abstracts and landscapes from
memory, Quintanilla immerses color
and art into his writing.
Quintanilla’s legacy project as poet
laureate is still in the works, but he
guarantees an art project in a public
place to add to the flourishing art scene
surrounding the city.

Quintanilla recites a piece to a captivated audience.
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Alpin Park
Apartments
The Most Spacious and Most Affordable
Apartments Near Campus!!!
Located just 1 block from UTSA & La Cantera Mall

Special Student Pricing!!!

Lease by July and pay
$0 leasing Fees / $0 Deposit
*SHUTTLE SERVICE AVAILABLE ON CHASE HILL

www.Alpinparksa.com
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Photo courtesies of UTSA Cheer

All-Girl team at Nationals in Daytona, Florida.

Kassidy Olivarez hits a full up.
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UTSA Cheer places fifth at Nationals
Large Coed and All-Girl compete in Daytona, Florida

R

By Lindsey Thomas
Sports Assistant

anked number five in the nation,
the UTSA cheerleaders traveled to Daytona, Florida, to perform on the Bandshell
from April 4 to 7, for the 2019 NCA &
NDA Collegiate National Championship. This was the first time UTSA has
competed with both teams since 2013.
The Roadrunners took the floor at 4:31
p.m. E.T. on Friday, April 5. Both teams
finished fifth overall, maintaining fifth in
the nation.
Prior to flying out to the National
Championship, the ‘Runners held a showcase in the Convocation Center on March
28, against the Texas State club cheer
team. In this friendly competition, the

Jonathan Tapia hits the ball.

‘Runners displayed their Large Coed and
All-Girl teams as they performed their
game-day cheer and their dance routine.
Although the Large Coed team had a full
up fall during their dance routine, they
went back and showed the stands their
routine in full.
When the ‘Runners made it to Daytona,
they were one of the top seven elite teams
for Large Coed Division 1A in the nation.
The ‘Runners have had a multitude of
top-10 finishes for Small Coed Division
lA cheer. Back in 2015 and 2016, the
‘Runners earned back-to-back second
place finishes in Small Coed Division 1A.
This year, UTSA made the switch from
Small Coed to Large Coed Division lA.
The Coed ‘Runners threw one standing full with multiple standing tumbling
passes along with five baskets composed
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of full tosses and X-outs.
Overall, their favorite building skill in
their routine is when they hit a full up.
The team enjoys working together to hit
the final structure, and this shows their
ability to work together as a team.
In the preliminary round, both the
All-Girl and Large Coed teams competed
their Game Day routines which included
their mascot Rowdy, chants and signs.
Both teams earned a 10 out of 10 before
performing their dance routines and were
judged off their advanced skill sets and
coordination abilities. During the two
minutes and 30 seconds allotted to showcase their talents, they were judged upon
their tumbling, stunts, jumps, pyramids,
choreography, collegiate image and overall performance. At the end of day one,

Karan Patel pitches the ball.

All-Girl placed fourth and Large Coed
placed sixth, with both teams advancing
to Finals. In the final round, 25 percent
of the day one score is calculated into the
overall end score.
On Saturday, both the All-Girl and
Large Coed cheer teams advanced in
Division 1A. At the end of day two, both
‘Runner teams finished in fifth. Heading into All-Girl Finals, the University
of Louisville kept their win streak into
Finals with a leading score of 97.02, and
the University of South Carolina trailing
behind with a score of 94.35.
Results for Game Day Division 1A,
Southern Methodist University placed
first heading into finals with a score of
97.53, three full points ahead of the University of Michigan with 94.33.
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LA Tech sweeps Roadrunners in the Bayou
By Julia Maenius
Staff Writer
UTSA baseball (13-16, 5-4) traveled
to the Bayou to face the Louisiana Tech
Bulldogs. Both teams were tied for fifth
in the Conference USA (C-USA). The
matchups for this series would determine
the rankings of the 12-team conference.
The first game of the series did not go
well for the Roadrunners. Pitcher Karan
Patel allowed only one walk from his
first eight batters before the Bulldogs
landed four back-to-back hits in the third
inning. The ‘Runners were down four
runs leading into the fifth inning. Patel,

Zach Griggs, Bradley Griggs and Hunter
Mason quieted the bats, not allowing
another Bulldog run for the next four
innings. At the opening of the ninth inning, Bryan Arias and Ryan Stacey hit
back-to-back singles, and Bryan Sturges
was walked to load the bases, putting
the ‘Runners in scoring position. Garrett
Moon’s grounder with two outs evaded
the Bulldog shortstop, allowing Arias
and Stacey to add two runs on the board,
giving the ‘Runners their only runs of
the 2-4 loss.
The ‘Runners were scoreless in the
first three innings of the night cap.
Jonathan Tapia and Hunter Grimes

blasted two back-to-back home runs in
the fourth after Chase Hacker’s sacrifice bunt to advance Griffin Paxton
and Nick Thornquist. Tapia’s home run
sent three ‘Runners across home plate,
giving UTSA a 4-0 lead. The Bulldogs
responded with five runs on five hits,
taking advantage of a defensive error, tying the game 5-5 in the fifth. The ‘Runners recaptured the lead in the next two
frames, but in the seventh, after Grimes’
second home run, the Bulldogs rallied,
taking the lead for the first time in the
second game, leading 8-7. The ‘Runners
were unable to clench the lead, ending
the second game of the series with a loss.

The last game did not give the ‘Runners the relief they were looking for. The
Bulldogs jumped ahead with a two-run
lead in the first two innings. Sturges
brought the ‘Runners within one run
in the fifth inning with a double that
advanced Stacey. At the beginning of the
eighth inning, when the ‘Runners were
trailing 5-1, Arias doubled, plating two
runners. The Bulldogs answered with a
strong offense, driving four more runs to
end the game 6-3.
The ‘Runners will be back defending their home field against the Lamar
Cardinals on April 9, at 6 p.m.
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Athlete of the Week: Celeste Loughman
By Jose Chapa
Web Editor

Celeste Loughman has
been involved with softball
since she was four years
old. She has played many
different levels of softball,
including tee-ball. Loughman fell in love with the
sport ever since her bat
made contact with a ball.
Loughman has participated in select softball as
she grew out of tee-ball.
She went on to play
softball at Columbia High
School for the Roughnecks. At Columbia High
School, Loughman played
center field, left field, third
base and catcher. Loughman explored quite a few
positions for the Roughnecks, but she finally
found a home as the left
fielder of the UTSA softball team.

Loughman has played
other sports that did not
include a ball and bat. She
played volleyball and ran
cross-country at Columbia
High School. Loughman has led an active and
athletic life. Aside from
sports, she is a criminal
justice major with a minor
in psychology, forcing
her to balance her time
between her studies and
softball. In her limited free
time, she enjoys painting. This is an activity she
discovered she liked when
she began school at UTSA.
When Loughman first
visited UTSA, she fell in
love with the campus and
the way everyone felt like
one big family. Her only
disappointment with San
Antonio is dealing with the
traffic.
“It was a big university,
but it was not spread out

too big. So it still felt kind
of homey and everyone
knows who everybody
is, and they support each
other,” Loughman said.
Without a doubt, Loughman’s favorite part about
San Antonio is her softball
team.
“I like that we’re all a
really big team. No matter
if I’m doing bad or doing
good, my teammates are
always there for me, and
they always know how to
make me smile. Whether
or not something is going
on outside of the field,
because life does happen,
I just like that we’re all
part of a big family and no
matter what, we have each
other’s back,” Loughman
said.
Loughman plays an
integral part of her team;
she has started every game
going back to last year.

With a career .960 fielding
average, Loughman knows
how to do her job, and
does it well. Loughman is
just as good of a batter as
she is a left fielder, posting a .337 career batting
average.
At .345 for the season,
she has the highest batting
average on the team. With
marginally the highest
at-bats at 119, and decisively the most hits at 41.
Loughman’s fielding average of .984 is second only
to Bailee Baldwin’s .990,
each with one error to go
along with it.
Currently, she is studying for her LSAT so she
can go to law school in
Houston. After which,
she plans on becoming a
defense attorney.
Heather Montoya/The Paisano

Celeste Loughman bats.

Women’s tennis scrapes by North Texas
By Nisa Rodriguez
Staff Writer

Ethan Gullett/The Paisano

Mariah Plauth high-fives her teammate.

The UTSA women’s
tennis team posted a
win against the University of North Texas on
Sunday, March 31, with
an overall score of 4-3.
The player spotlight was
on Jasmin Starr as she
beat a ranked foe with a
score of 6-3 7-6. Singles
wins came from Starr,
Kylee Kato and Charleen Tiwari. The team’s
next match was against
University of Houston.
The ‘Runners lost at
the Barbara Wallace
Tennis Center against
the Houston Cougars
on Friday, April 5. Starr
and Laura Cabrera both
earned their 11th singles
win playing for the
‘Runners but it was not

enough as the Cougars
posted an overall score
of a 5-2 win against
them.
The Cougars claimed
three wins in the singles
and two for the doubles.
Singles started first and
Cabrera won her first
match of the day with a
hot score 6-2 6-1. Tiwara
was defeated in her
match at a score of 6-0
6-3. Kato and Mariah
Plauth lost their matches
with Kato at 6-4 6-2
and Plauth with 6-1 7-5.
Sophie Omoworare also
lost her match against
the Cougars with a score
of 6-3 6-1. Last to finish
her match, Starr defeated
her opponent 5-5, in an
unfinished match. In the
doubles competition,
Starr and Kato were
paired but were beaten

by their opponents with
a 7-5 score. Plauth and
Menon lost their match,
finishing with a score of
6-3. Tiwari and Omoworare played fierce in
their match together to
gather the first win in
the doubles team with an
outstanding score of 6-3.
The ‘Runners finished
off their regular season
this past Sunday, March
7, against Baylor University. Plauth and Omoworare won their singles
matches but it wasn’t
enough as the Baylor
Bears earned a 5-2 win
over the ‘Runners. In
the doubles competition, the Bears won all
their matches against the
‘Runners. Starr fell to
her opponent at a score
of 6-2 6-3. Cabrera lost
her match as well with a

score of 6-3 2-6 1-0. Kato’s score was 6-0 6-3.
Plauth won her match
during a long rally that
resulted in Plauth taking
the final score at 6-3 7-5.
Tiwari could not keep up
with her opponent as she
lost with a score of 6-0
6-2. Omoworare added
another win from her
match at a score of 6-2
6-1. The doubles teams
lost all their matches.
This concludes the
regular season for the
UTSA women’s tennis
team. They will return
to action on Thursday,
April 18, at the Conference USA (C-USA)
Championships in Houston where they plan to
redeem themselves and
end their season right.

Men’s tennis competes in Houston
By Emma Reeves
Staff Writer

The UTSA men’s tennis team
had another full weekend of
matches at the Conference USA
(C-USA) Showcase hosted by
the Rice Owls. The Roadrunners faced the University of
Alabama at Birmingham, the
University of Southern Mississippi and Rice University in a
three-day tournament. Men’s
singles swept the competition
on Friday and Saturday. Doubles dominated with a 2-0 win
on Saturday after going without
a win the day before. However,
Sunday brought losses for both
singles and doubles for the
‘Runners.
Kai Breitbach started Friday
off with a singles match defeating Roman Polstolka for the
Alabama Birmingham Dragon
6-4 6-3. Next was Javier Ro-

driguez who won his match 6-2
6-2. Scores of 6-2 6-1 won Juri
Reckow his match on Friday
against Nikolai Manchev for
the Dragons. Alan Sanson
finished off the singles matches
on Friday, winning both sets
6-4 6-1.
The ‘Runners had two
doubles matches Friday and unfortunately neither ended well
for the ‘Runners. Joao Ceolin
and Reckow won three games
against their opponents but
weren’t able to surpass them in
the end. Another doubles team,
composed of Breitbach and
Sanson, lost with a final score
of 6-4 against the Dragons.
However, Saturday began to
look up for the ‘Runners as they
faced the Southern Mississippi
Golden Eagles. Both singles
and doubles teams won overall:
singles with a final score of 3-1
and doubles 2-0.

Patrick Poestinger congratulates teammate.

Breitbach bested his opponent again Saturday with 6-1
6-0. Rodriguez had another
great day, winning with set
scores 6-2 6-1. Reckow was the
last to compete for the ‘Runners and won both his sets, only
sacrificing one game in each.
Ceolin also competed in singles
Saturday but was beaten 6-4.
Men’s doubles won both
of their finished matches and
were predicted to win a third
unfinished one as well. Patrick
Poestinger and Ceolin competed first and won 6-4 against the
Golden
Eagles.
Following their
win was
the team
of Rodriguez and
Sanson
who also
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defeated their opponents with a
final score of 6-3.
On Sunday, UTSA men’s
tennis met their match against
the Rice Owls. Only one singles
competitor and one doubles
team walked away with victories. Ceolin won his set with
scores of 7-6 6-4. Breitbach,
Sanson, and Poestinger all left
with loses against their singles
opponents from the Owls. The
only doubles partners to bring
home a victory were Ceolin and
Poestinger who defeated the
Rice team with a set score 6-3.

Double partners Breitbach and
Reckow lost as well as partners
Rodriguez and Sanson in their
respective matches.
UTSA men’s tennis’ trip to
Houston was worthwhile as
they returned home with several
wins, but the skills of the host
team proved to be too much for
the ‘Runners. The UTSA men’s
tennis team will play next as
they compete against Abilene
Christian University in Abilene,
Texas, next Saturday, April 13.

