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UTSA completes
investigation on Anita Moss
By Heather Montoya
Co-News Editor
UTSA has concluded
its investigation concerning Professor Anita Moss’
classroom management
with recommendations that
Moss, who teaches human
anatomy and physiology,
may be more suitable to
develop laboratory courses
outside of the classroom and
pursue online teaching.
According to the investigation report, “By May 1,
2019, the department chair
and dean should determine
whether or not Dr. Moss
will continue as a lecturer in
the classroom in future semesters based upon their assessment and programmatic
needs of the university.”
In an email to the Paisano, Moss expressed her
thoughts on the investigation.
“I feel great relief that
the investigation begun on
January 20, 2019, has been
concluded. I am hopeful that
my spirit, which has been
considerably diminished
by the events of the past
months, will recover,” Moss
said. “I am also immensely
grateful for the support
I have received from my
students.”
Over 900 people have

signed the online petition
that Moss’ students started
after she was removed from
her teaching responsibilities
in January.
Dr. Heather Shipley,
senior vice provost of academic affairs and dean of
the university college, sent
a memorandum concerning the investigation to Dr.
Kimberly Espy, provost and
vice president for academic
affairs, on Feb. 25.
This is the second investigation conducted on Moss’
classroom management.
This investigation was conducted to determine whether
Moss met expectations given to her after an incident in
which Moss called UTSA
police to escort a student out
of her class in the Fall 2018
semester.
As a result of the initial
investigation, Moss was
required to complete a
classroom management
training program through
UTSA’s Teaching and
Learning Services (TLS) before returning for the Spring
2019 semester.
According to the memorandum, the investigation
included interviews with
Teaching and Learning consultant Dr. Shelley Howell, Department Chair and
Professor of Biology Garry
Sunter, Moss and Interim

Organization
hosts ‘A Mile
in Her Shoes’
By Mark-Joseph Leon
Staff

The Alpha Delta Lambda chapter of the Omega
Psi Phi fraternity hosted “A Mile in Her Shoes,” a
sexual assault forum on Feb. 27. The forum was an
open discussion focused on raising awareness and
ending the stigmas surrounding sexual assault.
The forum began with a two-question ice
breaker. The audience was given two situations
and had to decide whether or not the situations
were considered sexual assault. The ice breakers
made the audience question what they considered
to be sexual assault and explain why they held
these beliefs.
A short speech by Chief Richard Lewis of the
UTSA Police Department followed the discussion.
Lewis expressed how important it is to “have a
partnership when we have a relationship.” He went
on to say, “One of the things that’s always disturbing as a police chief is that people don’t trust the
department enough to report that they’ve been
sexually assaulted.”
Lewis’ participation in the discussion of sexual
assault through the forum and his attempt to break
the barrier between himself and the students was
intended to emphasize that the safety of the students is always a priority, regardless of the status
of the attacker.
After Lewis spoke, the panel moved forth to
introductions and began their open discussion of
seven questions.
Continued on page 2
See “Sexual assault forum explores stories”

Dean for the College of
Science Howard Grimes, as
well as reviews of Moss’s
Spring 2019 syllabus and
syllabus quiz, consultation
summaries from the TLS
and the report from Grimes’
investigation on the initial
incident.
The memorandum states
that Howell discussed syllabus matters with Moss.
“Dr. Howell advised Dr.
Moss that she should include in her syllabus behaviors that ‘bugged her,’ along
with providing information
that would answer common
student questions, and Dr.
Moss could refer students
to the syllabus for answers
to these questions,” Shipley
stated in the memorandum.
The report states that
Howell reviewed Moss’
Spring 2019 syllabus and
did not find it problematic.
“Dr. Howell reviewed the
syllabus and didn’t think
anything was wrong with
it,” Shipley reported. “She
did not consider past or future situations, just what the
students should know based
on Dr. Moss’ expectations
for the class.”
According to Joe Izbrand,
associate vice president
for communications and
marketing and chief communications officer, TLS
does not approve of syllabi

as part of its function.
Grimes’ belief that putting one’s feet up on the
classroom seats should not
be considered disruptive
behavior is expressed in the
report and is a belief that,
according to the memorandum, conflicts with Moss’
belief and classroom management.
“Dr. Moss still continues
to believe that the student
behaviors in question, putting their feet on chairs, are
disruptive classroom behaviors that negatively affect
the learning environment,”
Shipley reported.
“This persistent belief
does not recognize the
determination by her dean
who is responsible for the
academic programs in the
college and the overarching
supervisory responsibility
for college personnel, and in
addition, does not indicate
appropriate adjustment to
today’s classroom environment and is inconsistent
with commonplace practice
at UTSA.”
Also, the memorandum
explains the TLS’s part in
the process of attempting to
reinstate Moss to her teachContinued on page 2
See “Memorandum attempts to reinstate professor”
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March kicks
off Women’s
History month
By Cate Niegos
Contributing Writer

San Antonio’s 29th Annual International Women’s Day March was held on March 2 at Milam
Park. The event named, “La Lucha Sigue! Nevertheless We Persist!” brought out local members
of the community. Organizations such as Planned
Parenthood, MOVE San Antonio and The Esperanza Peace and Justice Center gathered together
for an indigenous ceremony that blessed the march
before gatherers took to the street, marching to
celebrate women’s history and rights.
Various chants such as, “Not the church, not the
state, only we decide our fate” and “Show me what
democracy looks like! This is what democracy
looks like!” were recited as supporters marched
through the streets of downtown San Antonio with
police escorts.
Continued on page 2
See “Protestors march for multiple issues”

Protestors engage in
prayer.
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GenCure signs students into
bone marrow registery
By Daryan Rico
Contributing Writer
GenCure is a nonprofit
organization linked with
“Be the Match” which is
the national bone marrow
registry. Gencure works to
find a match for patients
with leukemia. They spent
their time at UTSA from
Feb. 25 to Feb. 28 asking
students to be part of a life
changing experience by donating bone marrow to save
someone else’s life.
Samuel Hillhouse, one
of the representatives at the
event, said it’s very difficult for patients of minority backgrounds to find a
match because the match is
based on ethnicity and the
vast majority of donors are
Caucasians.
“UTSA is so diverse that
the probabilities for patients
of [a] minority background
signing up to donate [will]
help to increase the odds [of
donation],” Hillhouse said.
Since 2010, over 8,500
UTSA students have joined
the registry. The main goal
is to increase this number,
and a diverse South Texas
can help make an impact.

According to Hillhouse
there’s a big misconception that donating is really
painful and sometimes that
is why people hesitate to
donate; however, that is just
a myth.
“There are two types of
donations. The most common is the Peripheral Blood
Stem Cell donation which
is donated 75 percent [of
the time] and it’s just done
by a vein in the arm; they
place an IV in your arms.
The process to heal after
PBSC donation is two days

maximum, it is normal to
feel tired after the process,”
Hillhouse said.
“The second type of
donation is marrow which
is donated 25 percent of the
time; it’s a surgical procedure that takes up to a week
to recover.” The span of the
donation is entirely up to
the donor who can choose a
schedule time based on their
availability.
It is highly encouraged
for people between the age
of 18-44 to join in the registry. It is more common for

Student volunteers table outside the Business Building.

patients that have a donor
between 18-26 to have the
best outcomes and success
rate.
“Donating is important
because you often don’t
have the chance to help
somebody in such a profound way and importantly
when you are part of a
minority group,” Hillhouse
said.
Continued on page 2
See “Organizations volunteer for donations”
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UTSA
The University of Texas
System Board of Regents
approved the systematic
design for an undergraduate
freshman residence hall, the
Guadalupe Hall, during the
last week of February. This
approval makes the schematic
design part of The University
of Texas System’s Capital
Improvement Program and
means the hall will go to the
design development phase.
The Guadalupe Hall is part of
the university’s strategic plan
to prepare for the projected
student enrollment of 45,000
by 2028.

Texas
After spending almost ten
years on death row in Texas,
the courts threw out Dewayne
Brown’s conviction and freed
him in 2015. Brown was
not declared innocent and
was unable to receive the
payout given to those who
are wrongfully convicted.
On March 1, Harris County
District Attorney Kim Ogg
announced that an outside
investigation found Brown
to be innocent and should
receive $80,000 for each
year he was wrongfully
imprisoned. Ogg filed an
amended motion and if
approved, Brown will be able
to receive his compensation.

U.S.
During a speech at the
Conservative Political Action
Conference on March 2,
President Donald Trump
claimed that he plans to issue
an executive order guaranteeing
free speech at colleges and
universities. According to
Trump, federal aid would be at
risk if all political views were
not protected. White House
officials have not responded to
requests of more information on
the subject.

Continued from Page 1
Hillhouse let us know the
importance of donating to patients
who are having a hard time finding a match. The best way to
provide the possibility of finding a
match is to diversify the registry by joining and giving every
patient an equal outcome.
Students at UTSA know the
importance of helping and during
those four days when GenCure
was on campus there were five
student organizations volunteering. Additionally, one student

organization from Texas State
came all the way to San Antonio
just to help.
“It’s very incredible to see all
these groups come together for a
single mission,” Hillhouse said.
Anyone interested in volunteering can contact Samuel Hillhouse:
Samuel.Hillhouse@gencure.org,
1-573-289-3824. Anyone interested in joining the registry can
text: UTSA to 61474.

Protestors march for
multiple issues
Continued from Page 1

The march included five speakers who gave their testimonies on
women’s issues including transrights, latinx narratives and the
changing of rape culture.
The first speaker was Amalia Ortiz whose message was a
hybrid of English and Spanish
narrative that expressed that it is
okay to be loud and shocking and
not a meek woman acting only to
please a man.
Anna Andrea Molina, spoke
second about a personal sexual
assault experience that no one
believed when she reached out for
help.
The third speaker was Kimiya
Factory who started a movement
at UTSA’s campus also known
as #ChangeRapeCulture. Factory
called for a fight against rape culture and promoted the acceptance
of all races, sexualities and gender
identities in her movement.

Jessie Gloria, the fourth
speaker, told a story about her
mother being physically abused at
home. While trying to remove her
children from this environment,
Gloria’s mother lost her job, but a
local women’s shelter helped get
her back on her feet.
The last speaker was Barbie
Hurtado who was fighting for the
continuation of Planned Parenthood. Hurtado expressed that
Planned Parenthood does not just
provide abortions and that people
should not care if women receive
abortions since it is not their
choice to make.
The event concluded with a call
to action to maintain the fight in
preserving women’s history while
fighting for progressive rights in
the generations to come.
For more photos on the
Women’s March, check out page 5
of the Arts & Life section.

World
Shelling erupted near the border
of Kashmir between Pakistan
and India, two countries that
have been in conflict, on March
2. Pakistan and Indian officials
have both reported that the
eruption killed at least five
civilians and two soldiers. This
eruption occurred a day after
Pakistan released an Indian
fighter pilot.

Business
Tyler Perry has provided
approximately 20 movies to
Lionsgate, an entertainment
studio, and has sold more than
one billion dollars in tickets
over a 14-year period. Perry’s
“A Madea Family Funeral”
began viewings in theaters on
March 1. This will be the last
movie in which Perry will play
the character of Madea.

Science
Crew Dragon, a SpaceX
vehicle, was launched from
NASA’s Kennedy Space Flight
Center in Florida on March 2.
The Crew Dragon is the first
American spacecraft since the
space shuttle’s retirement that is
able to carry astronauts. No one
was inside the Crew Dragon,
which was in orbit within 10
minutes, when it was launched.
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Organizations volunteer
for donations

Students from UTSA participating in
the march.
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Sexual assault
forum explores
stories

Continued from Page 1
giving said compliments,
people should take into
account the receiver’s
experiences and approach
the situation more empathically.
Another question
asked was, “What stops
individuals from reporting sexually charged
incidents?” One audience
member, who will remain
anonymous, valiantly
shared her own experiences and shared that
some of her male friends
confided in her with their
traumatic experiences.
“We do not stick up
for [men] enough. It
literally kills me to see
[men] going through that
because it can happen to
anybody,” the audience
member said.
The purpose was not to
drive the discussion away
from women but towards
inclusion to recognize

the experiences men go
through as well.
“We need to advocate
for our males as much
as we do for our women,
and I am not saying to
lessen the fight for our
women,” the audience
member said.
The remainder of the
forum was dedicated to
inclusivity of all victims
and survivors.
The night ended with
a quote from Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. displayed
on a screen saying, “In
the end, we will remember not the words of our
enemies, but the silence
of our friends.”
If you or someone you
know has experienced
sexual assault, please
contact the Sexual Assault Hotline at 1-800656-4673 or The Rape
Crisis Center 24-hr Hotline at 210-349-7273.

“UTSA’s Music Theory studies the listening
habits of students”
by Julia Maenius / Staff

“President Eighmy institutes Student Advisory Council”
by Breahna Laura / Staff

“Confucius Institute Program reevaluates
role at UTSA”
by Joseph Torres / Assistant News Editor
“REGSS department hosts Code Switch
listening party”
by Caleb McBride / Staff
“TACHE Mentorship Program Award: Professional Pair of the Year 2018-2019”
by Kaylee Boggan / Staff

Memorandum
attempts to reinstate
professor
Continued from Page 1

ing position following the
initial investigation.
“TLS staff failed to recognize the academic context
and nature of Dr. Moss’
persisting beliefs and thus
did not provide the expected
guidance regarding specific
requirements (e.g. classroom
civility) to Dr. Moss about her
syllabus, nor did they raise
any concerns to academic administration, i.e., department
chair or interim dean.”
The memorandum concludes with recommendations
involving Moss’ teaching at
UTSA as well as the department chair and dean determining if Moss is to return by
May 1. An implementation of
a task group providing guidance for student and faculty
on classroom management
and behavioral expectations
and updating TLS services
and support was also recommended.
“My hope is that this task
force, representing all of us
in the UTSA organization,
will create a series of clearly
written documents that are
easily accessible in a single
location on the UTSA website

and provide detailed expectations in terms of rights and
responsibilities on each side,”
Moss said.
“This is too vital an issue to
be left solely to the discretion of individual instructors,
departments, or colleges and
too far-reaching in its impact
on the lives of students and
faculty alike to be regarded as
anything less than a top priority of the university.“
On Feb. 28, Espy sent an
email to faculty announcing
the appointment of the task
force, which Shipley will
lead, with the goal of providing guidance and recommendations on classroom management practices and behavioral
expectations.
“This group will review our
current guidance on classroom management, as well as
the impact of implicit biases
and behavior by both faculty
and students,” Espy said in
the email. “The creation of
this task group was motivated
by our commitment to being
an exemplar university and
was a key recommendation
from the internal investigation
into the classroom management practices of Dr. Anita
Moss.”

GRADUATE
STUDENT WRITING WORKSHOP
Jack Myer/The Paisano
Spring Break, March 11-13, 9 am—1 pm
In The Writing Center, JPL 2.01.12D
Working on a major writing project?
Thesis
Dissertation
Lit Review

Paper for publication
Seminar Paper

This intensive writing workshop will help you:
 Improve organization for large writing assignments
 Learn how to work effectively through the writing process
 Get hands-on practice with writing activities
 Receive support from a group of peers
 Learn more about documentation

 Sharpen your writing skills

Space is limited, so apply to day and r eserve yo ur spo t!
Applications available in The Writing Center, JPL 2.01.12D;
The Writing Program, GSR 1.118; and online at utsa.edu/twp or utsa.edu/twc

Return your application and $25 fee to The Writing Program by March 1st!

The Writing Center
The Writing Program
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opinion
Respect is a two way street
Editorial
We need to have a conversation about classroom etiquette. First, we need more clarity in the extent to which teachers can enforce specific classroom rules. We also need
to address the expectations of students, beyond the rules explicitly stated in a syllabus. The responsibility of the former lies on UTSA administration, where they would
communicate to the student body after having that discourse with staff internally. The
responsibility of the latter falls on us as students.
The essential component of classroom etiquette is respect: whether its between
teachers and students, among classmates or for the classroom itself. The most contentious — respect between teachers and students. Although this type of respect is different, it is still a two-way street. If the it falters in one direction, the opposite is soon to
follow. Having high regards for teachers means following their rules (within reason),
allowing them to teach without interruption and communicating any issues through
the appropriate medium. Respecting a student means providing a healthy learning
environment and communicating issues through the appropriate medium. Calling out
a student in class without a prior private conversation would be disrespectful.
Respect among classmates is fairly straightforward. It boils down to students

Have Something
to say?
Write a letter to
the Editor!

treating others better than how they would like to be treated. Students must also be
considerate of things that could bother others. Some students don’t mind when people
around them are talking or using their phones. However, nearby students might get
very distracted when people talk over the teacher or otherwise draw attention.
Respect in the classroom means having the awareness to not treat it like it’s your
own bedroom. Students are not allowed to treat the furniture or electronics however
they want. It belongs to the school and many students will utilize those classroom
materials. Although you pay to attend class, that does not entitle you to treat it poorly.
People must be mindful of the classroom environment. Everybody is paying to be
there, so everybody deserves an equal opportunity to learn. Students should not need
an enumerated list of rules on a syllabus to know how to act. It comes down to the
basics of civility and common sense.
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Presidential Allegations: The credibility of Michael Cohen’s testimony
Commentary

By Rudy Sanchez
Assistant Managing Editor
Last Wednesday Michael Cohen, former attorney and fixer
— turned righteous whistleblower — for Donald Trump,
tried to set the record straight
concerning Trump’s enigmatic
legacy in a lurid testimony
before the Congressional Oversight Committee.
The hearing, fraught with
legal and political jargon, referenced the myriad of investigations and allegations including
financial shenanigans, Russian
collusion, hush money payments, lying in the Oval Office
and debauchery on a presidential scale.
Searching for truth in this
labyrinth of (mis)information is
undeniably confusing. Therefore, in the online version of
this article(paisano-online.com/

By Alex Hanks
Assistant Editor in Chief
opinion-articles/michael-cohen/), we have provided further
explanations and analysis about
some of the ongoing investigations and highlights related to
Cohen’s testimony.
In the meantime, here’s what
we think about this mess.
Cohen sought to expose
Trump’s record of racism and
corruption in his testimony by
providing personal accounts
supported by physical evidence
obtained while serving as
Trump’s loyal consigliere. Our
initial thoughts: “Trump is being exposed as a racist criminal?
What’s new?” Following the
hearing, we realized the gravity
of the potential ramifications
that Trump could endure. More
importantly, the ramifications
our country could endure will

inevitably be an epochal period
in our history.
Cohen has previously lied under oath resulting in a three-year
prison sentence for tax evasion,
perjury and fraud. If he’s a convicted liar telling the (supposed)
truth about another (supposed)
liar, why should we listen him?
Republicans insist that Cohen
is still lying and he is attempting to soften his sentence in
exchange for cooperation with
“partisan investigations.” From
Cohen’s perspective, his reputation and family is shattered.
He’s going to prison — period. Cohen is no longer being
persuaded to lie to Congress by
Trump; furthermore, he has no
reason to lie since Congress will
soon receive the results of the
ongoing federal investigations.
If you still doubt Cohen’s
credibility—that’s fine. Instead,
consider the federal prosecutors
who have found Cohen to be
a valid witness. Not to mention, Cohen’s hearsay evidence
is accompanied with multiple
pieces of physical, corroborat-

ing evidence. “You don’t have
to take my word for it,” Cohen
told his detractors. “Look at the
documents ... I did the same
thing that you are doing now.
I protected Mr. Trump for 10
years.” Still, Republicans obsessively interrogated Cohen’s
credibility, failing to offer an
inkling of consideration into
Trump’s integrity.
Cohen’s lurid testimony is a
warning to Trump’s party of the
consequences that will inevitably transpire for those who
blindly enable obstruction of
justice and democracy.
Soon enough, GOP members will enter a primal state of
self-preservation. As you read
this, GOP members are likely
conflicted over who to protect:
their careers or Trump. Realistically, Cohen is not the only
one who had knowledge of the
“mobster” style seen throughout
the breadth of Trump’s legacy.
The GOP is broken, and it will
remain broken until Republicans
address the orange elephant in
the room — President Trump.

Political Darwinism is taking
strong effect. The climax is
upon us ladies and gentleman.
Needless to say, Trump has
had a turbulent week. Trump’s
unsuccessful Vietnam summit
with North Korean dictator
Kim Jong-Un affirmed Trump’s
continued lack of Nobel Peace
Prizes. Surely the Cohen situation did not take anything away
from Trump’s trip to Vietnam,
considering Trump’s last missed
opportunity for a free trip to
Vietnam was when he dodged
the draft decades prior.
In the wake of presidential
scandals, what does this mean
for the Democratic Party leading up to the 2020 election?
Identity politics will play a key
role for the DNC, and the most
prominent figure will need to
utilize the messages portrayed
in Cohen’s hearing for their
campaign objectives. Democratic candidates need to contrast
the GOP by campaigning on
transparency, moral integrity
and zero-tolerance policies of
corruption.
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Selling sex, should prostitution be legalized?
Commentary

By Jose Chapa
Web Editor
Let’s legalize prostitution.
Some people would ask “why?”
but a better question would be
“why not?” Laws are in place
to protect us, and prohibiting
prostitution does no such thing;
it merely limits our personal
freedoms.
By legalizing prostitution, the
government would be able to
tax and regulate it. These regu-

lations would make sure that
prostitution is conducted safely.
If we were to restrict prostitution to brothels, that would give
prostitutes and clients a secure
location to make a transaction.
Prostitutes and clients would
be regularly screened for sexually transmitted diseases, which
would protect both workers and
clients. Not only would it impede the spreading of diseases,
it would also ensure that workers receive treatment as soon as
they realize they have the disease. Brothels would be liable
for these contracted diseases
because of their workplace.
This incentivizes brothels to
screen thoroughly and to make
sure they are protecting their
workers. Prostitutes could also

feel protected knowing that
they’re in a building with other
people while they are performing their services, instead of
being in some stranger’s house
or an abandoned parking lot.
Prostitution should be
legalized outright because the
government has no business
getting involved with what two
consenting adults do on a bed.
Why should the government
decide what is and isn’t moral?
People should be allowed to do
what makes them happy, as long
as they aren’t hurting others or
hindering their freedoms.
Although I am not personally
interested in hiring a prostitute,
I don’t want to impose my morals on other people.
One interesting thing about

Padre: a flesh eating spring break

Fellow Roadrunners,
chlamydia is in the air
and spring break 2019 is
almost in motion.
After a chaotic first
semester, many of us
will be sleeping, but
many of you will also
be heading over to the
crowned jewel of spring
break culture: South Padre Island. Below are a
few reasons Padre may
be the right spring break
destination for you!
The water is absolutely breathtaking.
Nothing says paradise
like wading through disease infested, sweet tea
colored water in 65 degree weather. If you’re
still tired when school
is back in session, you
will have extra time to
rest when you are in bed
with a staph infection.
“Clayton’s” is the
go to bar of the island.
Nothing says Spring
break like ordering
overpriced and mediocre margaritas that are
twice the price of other
locations! You will be
nice and hydrated because they are adamant
about making sure your
alcoholic beverages
are nice and watered

instead? You can see similar
things happening with the legal
marijuana industry in states like
Colorado.
Brothels wouldn’t employ
any underage people, and regulations would make it more difficult for people to be forced to
do sex work against their will.

Midterms: how to fix them

Commentary

By Alex Hanks
Assistant Editor in Chief

the status of prostitution in the
U.S. is the hypocrisy in legislative loopholes. If one person
pays another for sex, it is illegal.
But if one person pays another
to make a video of them having
sex, then it is legal? Suddenly,
a camera makes everything
okay. The line between prostitution and pornography is not far
off, and I certainly don’t think
we should make pornography
illegal.
Finally, the best thing about
legalizing prostitution would be
the undermining of trafficking.
With sex work being legalized,
the black market for sex work
would be crippled. Why should
someone go through the risk of
getting sex illegally, when they
could simply go to a brothel

Commentary

down! Yet if you are
the designated driver,
you don’t even need to
drink because the loud
smell of warm beer on
the beach will make you
never want to consume
alcohol again. It’s a
win-win situation for
everyone.
Are you a people
person? If you answered
yes, Padre will be your
personal paradise. You
will have the experience of a lifetime when
you and 50,000 of your
closest friends are colliding into each other
in an attempt to have a
good time, but what’s
the catch? The strangers
running into you also
happened to be covered
in sand. If you are a
fan of being shoulderchecked while simultaneously getting sand
blown into your eye
sockets, I highly recommend you go over to the
island immediately.
If you didn’t get
enough scandal from
the Khloe Kardashian
situation this past week,
South Padre Island will
give you the opportunity
to see people getting
cheated on in real time.
Don’t let your significant other stop you from
finding your soulmate.
But my personal
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favorite is the yee haw
boys. As a man, nothing
is more empowering
than seeing a guy named
Brayden roll coal in his
father’s 2017 Chevy
Silverado 2500. You
look at the dozen random flags hanging out
the tailgate and think to
yourself “that’s a true
patriot.” As the truck
goes by, the sound of
“Boys Round Here” by
Blake Shelton plays into
the distance. Brayden
throws his empty can
of Copenhagen wintergreen chewing tobacco
out of the window. You
are home bruh. You are
in South Padre Island.
Padre is the Eminem
of spring break destinations. It gets a bit worse
every year. Ironically,
SPI and Eminem both
involve washed up
trash too. If you plan on
going to Padre, please
at least be a decent
human being and clean
up after yourself. Year
after year, local news
stations highlight the
messes left, and visitors
continue to trash the
place year in and year
out. I hope I was able to
sell you on the hottest
Spring Break destination in the modern era.

By Donald Escamilla Jr
Contributing Writer
When other students or my professors
ask me how I feel about midterms, I have
always believed that they can be very helpful for students here, but the process could
use some repair.
Spring midterms represent the halfway
point of the semester and the quickly approaching summer break. Midterms do
have their benefits; for instance, they tell
us where stand at the halfway mark of the
semester. They let the students know if
they really need to study more and get it
together for any upcoming exams and the
final, or to keep calm knowing that they
have an A in the class.
They also email the student to notify
them that they are on the brink of retaking that course again next semester if their
grade’s lower than a C.
Midterms do have some benefits for
the students at The University of Texas at
San Antonio, but as I stated in the beginning, it is the process after midterms where
students have issues. The students here are
under enough stress because some are taking more than four classes, play a sport or
work outside of campus.
Following midterms, instead of professors sending an email to the student letting
them know they are possibly going to have
to retake the course again – which would
discourage the student into believing they
do not have a chance of bouncing back and
passing the class the professor should communicate one-on-one with the students.
Professors should talk to students to let
them know what they need to make on the
upcoming assignments, exams and the final
to pass the class. Students are not good at
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calculating their grades. The professors
should inform the students on what they
need to make on upcoming assignments
to pass the class. Communication after
midterms between students and professors
is what would make midterms more acceptable and even less stressful for students.
While midterms do cause students to
become a little discouraged in the classroom, it does give the students a wake-up
call. Post midterms, students realize that
they are passing, but close to failing. Realizing this, they begin to get their priorities
together and focus on what really matters.
They start spending more time at the
library and getting ahead on homework or
studying on weekends rather than being
in their room all day. Yes, students want
to have fun in college, especially on the
weekends, but that comes later.
Students should be setting goals for
themselves, so they would feel that their
hard work pays off. Midterms can become
a pain to students, but they help them realize what they need to do before it is too
late.
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Arts & Life
The future is female
The sights and signs of the San Antonio Women’s March
Why would you want something forced
And after you show no remorse
Does it feel better that way
Was it satisfying or just okay
How does that make you feel
Is it fun to steal
Do you like the screams rather than moans
Do you prefer hate and fear rather than a love jones
Does the tears turn you on
Does the constant fight make you strong
Tell me exactly how does it make you feel
Is the begging and pleading ideal
Is it amusing when they try to break free
Does holding them hostage tickle your fancy
And why at times do you choose so young
Does their adolescence make you sprung
Is it exciting drinking and drugging them to sleep
Do you feel better when you can’t hear them weep
Do you prefer the helpless and innocent
Are these catastrophes intimate
I don’t understand how you live with yourself
Seriously how do you live with yourself
It will never make sense to him, her or me
How you can take advantage of someone’s body
One of the evils of the world I wished never exist
And please victims of rape understand this
It’s not your fault. It never was
Nobody will ever understand what a rapist does
But adult or child, girl or guy
I pray you heal. I pray you survive. Recover and get well
I truly hope all rapist burn in hell
- Nicole “Cola” Johnson, Senior, Psychology

Illustration courtesy of Emmanuel Maher

Emmanuel Maher, Senior, information systems major is a local artist who screenprints the #ChangeRapeCulture movement t-shirts.
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When love ends, be the water
A review of Idyll Green’s latest EP and companion book of poetry
By Angela Porter

By Josh Levario

Contributing Writer

Senior Copy Editor

Storytelling and rhythm. Love and passion. Idyll Green’s debut album incorporates all of this to tell a lyrical story of
intrigue. Avid listeners of new music will
enjoy hearing this debut album with its
tinges of pop, indie and R&B.
Idyll Green is a band of three brothers
that are San Antonio based musicians.
The brothers were previously members
of other bands but broke off to create
music as a trio. Idyll Green’s debut album
“when love ends, be the water,” is a mixture of indie pop and alternative R&B.
I recently had the opportunity to listen
to their unreleased album and gain some
insight into their vibe. With a unique
sound, Idyll Green showcases their musical talent and songwriting passion on
their first EP.
“4 Days in SA” is the first song on the
album and serves as an introduction to
Idyll Green’s style as it has lyrical elements that can be found throughout the
album. This song also references their
roots in San Antonio to give the listener a
little insight into the background of their
lives.
“Moonlit Magic” is a romantic indie
pop song about youth and love that is a
reminder of the simpler moments in life
filled with adventure and adoration.
“Hooked On Her Love” is an uplifting song of
romance that
incorporates
indie with a
hint of pop to
create a song
that makes for
an enjoyable
listen that is
sure to give off
a positive vibe.

“Jukebox Gentleman” and “Be The
Water” have an indie sound with sprinkles of electronic elements that unite for
individualized songs.
Overall, this album incorporates many
musical elements that blends into a well
written and executed EP.
Although a young band, Idyll Green
has received praise from industry expert
and Black Keys frontman Dan Auerbach.
“They have consistently impressed me
with their natural chemistry,” Auerbach
said.
Their debut videos for “Jukebox
Gentleman” and “Moonlit Magic” can be
found on YouTube.
This EP is accompanied by a poetry
book written by singer Rene Villanueva.

The three brothers of Idyll Green

Photo courtesy of Rachel Villanueva HQ

Photo courtesy of Rachel Villanueva HQ

Rene Villanueva, the singer and writer
for the band Idyll Green, recently released
a book of poetry titled, “when love ends,
be the water.” The book takes its name
from the band’s most recent EP, which
pairs with the collection as a sort of map
to navigate the autobiographical elements of the lyrics. The poems are meant
to cover the events of a weekend experienced by Villanueva, which includes
debauchery, lost love and music.
While the music produced by Idyll
Green is atmospheric and punchy, the
book reads lethargically, bogged down
by frequent cliché, incessant enjambment
and surface level descriptions. The poem
titled, “we’re all seeded” showcases all
of these qualities; the lines in the fourth
stanza are particularly overused adages:
“yet / our fingers / easily slide against
each other / fit almost like they’ve / been
waiting.” In the poem, “skin naked televisions,” the lines “death of dreams / like
winter / soon” feel artificial and overused.
The list of examples can go on and on.
In between groupings of poems are
longer prose pieces that attempt to drive
the narrative of the book forward. When
I read through these pieces for the first
time, I did not understand how to contextualize them with the poems in the book.
These pieces are problematic due to their
inability to stand alone without context
from Idyll Green’s music; not to mention
that they are also written in a dialogue
format that can be tedious to follow.
Although a majority of the book
drowns in non-descriptive language and
form, there are bits of magic sprinkled in
a few places. The poem titled, “becoming” features beautiful lines such as,
“once a body known / but that body’s
gone / I spilled him bloody on a page,”
and, “no, my own street wouldn’t know

my wide foreign walk / I was made new.”
The poem, “be the feeling” is written in a
disjointed fashion similar to the works of
E.E. Cummings, making it visually striking and memorable.
This collection feels like the culmination of all of the current trends frequently
employed by so called “instapoets,”
which are poets who have risen to prominence using social media platforms. The
direction of the poetry is left open for interpretation on purpose through the use of
unspecific language; the poems feel more
like the faux-depth motivational adages
used to decorate the interiors of homes
rather than an expression of language that
is carefully crafted. There is a fine line to
walk when trying to say a lot with a little,
and this collection finds itself slipping off
the line frequently.
People who enjoy the works of poets
such as Lang Leav, Rupi Kaur and R.H.
Sin will find something to enjoy here.
You can see a clear inspiration from Kaur
particularly, with frequent line breaks, the
use of lowercase and lovely illustrations.
However, without the context of the EP,
the collection falls flat and cannot stand
on its own.
Whatever
soul that is
found in
Idyll Green’s
music does not
resonate well
within these
poems; they
come across as
disjointed and
confused, as if
the ideas are
half-finished
and tired.
Photo courtesy of Rachel Villanueva HQ
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Big Sis Advice:
#ChangeRapeCulture

Bidi Bidi Bon Bon

By: Kimiya Factory

Gordough’s Public House opens on Riverwalk

Staff Writer

By Alejandro (AJ) Lopez
Co - News Editor
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Located on the Riverwalk next to Dick’s Last Resort restaurant, Gourdough’s Public House is a gourmet doughnut
restaurant that will satisfy your tastebuds for everything
that is doughnut related. From doughnut sandwiches and
burgers, to coffee cocktails and southern style food, Gourdough’s offers it all.
Even with a chilly, overcast day, there were many people
attending the grand opening of the popular Austin-based
restaurant on March 2. The original grand opening was set
on Feb. 23, but due to construction delays, Gourdough’s
pushed back the event to the following weekend.
Standing with a sign stating “Who wants the D(onuts),”
waiters and waitress eagerly advertised free doughnuts to
individuals walking on the Riverwalk and passing by the
restaurant.
The grand event featured a drumline performance from
Antonian College Preparatory Highline, live music from
Magic 105.3, giveaways and free donuts, with the purchase of entree or appetizer.
Manny Gutierrez, general manager of Gourdough’s
Public House, stated the reason why Gourdough’s opened
a location in San Antonio was due to the high amount of
visitors the city receives.
“Seeing as in Austin, we have a lot of tourists that come
in and visit us, it made sense for us to come to San Antonio [as one of the most] highest visited cities in Texas,”
Gutierrez said.
The three story restaurant includes a fully stocked bar,
a balcony on the second floor and a large moustached
doughnut statue holding a beer patrons can take a picture
with. The interior was decorated in a rustic style, with a
large chandelier hanging in the center; the restaurant was
painted in gold, black and white. If requested and available, customers have the option to sit outside near the
river.
The menu offers a variety of options that caters to everyone’s needs: appetizers and salads with funky names,
doughnut sandwiches that include tons of meat, decadent
doughnut burgers, southern style entrees, brunch selections, coffee, cocktails and most importantly, doughnut
desserts that range from chocolate to CBD infused selections — one could add a scoop of Blue Bell ice cream to
any dessert for $3 more.
One appetizer that is popular among customers and
highly recommended by my waiter was the Big Cheez.
The fresh mozzarella wrapped in doughnut dough, then
deep fried and served with garlic butter and cilantro buttermilk dressing had my tastes buds on a trip. The cheese
melted in my mouth, while the garlic butter and cilantro

buttermilk dressing gave a burst of flavor.
One item in particular that has been featured prominently on several news stations and all over social media
is the Bidi Bidi Bon Bon doughnut. Inspired by the late
Tejano superstar, Selena Quintanilla-Perez, the treat is
purple and sparkly made with cinnamon butter cream
cheese icing, white chocolate covered bon bons and a
white chocolate sauce drizzle. The sweet doughnut was
simply exquisite and is a perfect tribute to the Cumbia
Queen.
Gourdough’s Public House is located on the Riverwalk at 215 Losoya St. and is open Monday through
Thursday from 11 a.m. to 12 a.m., on Friday from 11
a.m. to 2 a.m., on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2:00 a.m.
and on Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 12 a.m.
To see the full menu visit their website: gourdoughs.
com and check out their social media: Instagram @gourdoughspublichouse, Twitter @gourdough and Facebook
Gourdough’s (@gourdoughs).

*Trigger Warning*
I’ve thought long and hard about how to even
approach an article about rape culture. How the
hell do I even sum up the suffering of centuries?
The truth is I can’t; suffering can’t be summed up.
However, everytime my mind asks me that same
question, my experiences with rape culture reply
with:
“What were you wearing?”
“How many drinks did you have that night?”
“Did you go home with them?”
“Is it that deep?”
And then my blood boils all over again everytime I
hear R-Kelly’s song casually played at my family’s
backyard BBQ. My heart beats faster everytime
I watch a silent tear run down the cheek of yet
another strong survivor who trusted me with their
story. But better yet, a fire re-ignites my determination to change rape culture everytime that I am
reminded that people have to fear, sit next to and
walk by their rapist on my college campus.
Somebody is married to their rapist.
Somebody loves their rapist.
Somebody trusted their rapist.
And somebody is discouraged from calling out
their rapist.
But my voice is here today in this column, and
everyday, for the rest of my life to fight for “the
somebodys.”
“The somebodys” disregarded by our justice system.
“The somebodys” who think that no one will believe them.
Black trans women, I believe you.
Queer non-conforming folks, I believe you.
Every survivor that I have ever looked in the eye
and saw the strength that no rapist could ever take
away,
I believe you.
I love you.
And I will fight for you.
March beside me to redefine justice. March beside
me to condemn rape jokes. March beside me to end
the laughs of those who don’t understand a crime
so awful, others have taken their lives because rape
doesn’t wash off.
March beside me to
#ChangeRapeCulture.
For the girl whose rapist had the nerve to ask for a
scantron in class the next day;
My best friend who was asked, “Who told you, you
could wear those jeans?”

Gordough’s sign greets
hungry guests.

How to Interpret Your
Dreams Spiritually
Discover and share how our dreams are often
more spiritual than we realize, and how to better
interpret and gain helpful guidance from them.

Open Discussion — Free Booklet Included
Thursdays, March 7 and 21
7:30–8:30 PM, SU Magnolia Room, 2.01.30

Info: Mitziani- rbo233@my.utsa www.EKSanAntonio.org
Presented by the Eckankar Student Organization
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Xoxo,
Big Sis

The Weekend
March 8 - “Selections from the Great Mexican-American
Songbook”/ Free
6 p.m. at Kelso Art Center/Semmes & Condos Student Gallery
Artwork exploring the language of music.
March 9- Hilos Que Hablan: Textile Legacy of Mariana Ornelas / Free
6 p.m. at the Esperanza Peace & Justice Center
Ornelas donated her collection of beautiful textiles and huipiles to
highlight the tradition and importance of huipiles and textile work.
March 9 - Author Signing with Joy Fisher Hein / Free
11 a.m. -1 p.m. at Patrick Heath Public Library
In celebration of Women’s History Month, Illustrator and Texas
Master Naturalist Joy Fisher Hein will read from her book “Miss
Lady Bird’s Wildflowers.”
March 10 - CuerposUnidos / Free
2 - 10 p.m. at Clamp Light Artist Studio & Gallery
Working in various mediums, artistcurators Jose Villalobos and Michael
Anthony García will explore relationships to bodies.
To feature your event in “The Weekend” email the arts editor at
arts@paisano-online.com Photo courtesy of Creative Commons
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Sports
Athlete of the Week: Giovanni De Nicolao
The Italian Stallion rides on to possible European league
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Giovanni De Nicolao cheers on his team before the game.

By Jack Myer
Distribution Manager/Photo Assistant

G

iovanni De Nicolao is graduating
from UTSA this spring, meaning his tenure with the UTSA Roadrunners is coming to an end. De Nicolao is from a city
in northern Italy called Padua, which is
5,674 miles away from San Antonio. With
his agility on the floor and precision at the
hoop, De Nicolao has dazzled spectators
for the past three seasons at UTSA and
doesn’t plan to stop after graduation.
In last Thursday’s loss at home to Old
Dominion University (ODU), De Nicolao
put up seven points and five rebounds in
36 minutes. He improved in Sunday’s
win over the University of AlabamaBirmingham (UAB), scoring 10 points
and three assists in his last game as a
Roadrunner. His best game this season
came against Rice University on Jan. 10,
when he contributed 19 points and seven
assists. However, De Nicolao’s leadership
style is more apparent on the court than

it is in the statistics. As a point guard, De
Nicolao begins with the ball on each play
and decides where to send it.
When asked what he likes about playing basketball for UTSA, De Nicolao
chose the fans, the atmosphere and his
teammates.
“We create such a good group, with the
coaches, who did an amazing job putting together great guys, and we just love
playing together,” De Nicolao said.
Prior to coming to UTSA, De Nicolao
played for the U20 Italian National Team
among other semi-pro teams in Italy. He
came to UTSA as a freshman in 2016
and made an immediate impact on the
team, starting all 33 games that year. De
Nicolao says he was drawn to UTSA by
the coaches.
“I had other offers, but the coaches here
were the best, and I trust them the most.
Coach [Steve] Henson, coach [Adam]
Hood and coach [Mike] Peck are great
people I trusted what they were saying
to me, and I made the right choice,” De
Nicolao said.

De Nicolao returned for his sophomore
season and kept up the consistency he
had shown in the prior season. He led the
team with 976 total minutes played, and
made it on SportsCenter with a buzzerbeater against Louisiana Tech University,
which gave the Roadrunners a 78-76 win.
He ended the season with a team-best average of 13.3 points in the ‘Runners four
postseason games, as well as making the
Conference USA Commissioner’s Honor
Roll by maintaining a 3.0 GPA.
When asked who inspires him, De
Nicolao referred not to a professional
athlete, but to his parents.
“My dad stopped playing basketball to
help [my brothers and I] grow and teach
us basketball. We are three brothers, I
am the youngest. My mom too, she was
playing volleyball, and they both stopped
to coach us and to make us better,” De
Nicolao said.
When he isn’t playing basketball, De
Nicolao enjoys eating.
“It doesn’t seem like it, but I love it,”
De Nicolao said with a laugh. “My favor-

ite restaurant in town is Rudy’s. That’s
where I went the first time I came here, to
get Texas barbecue.”
De Nicolao had already asserted his
position as a leader on the team by the
time he began his junior year. He nabbed
a season-high 14 rebounds on Jan. 19,
against UAB, and doled out 10 assists
on Feb. 9, against Florida International
University. De Nicolao once again started
every game for the Roadrunners, starting 96-96 games played in his career for
2,750 minutes, or almost 46 hours of basketball. He scored 772 points and swiped
333 rebounds in his three-year career as a
Roadrunner.
De Nicolao is graduating in May, but
his basketball journey is far from over.
“I’m trying to go play pro back home
in Europe,” De Nicolao said of his plans
after graduation.
Although De Nicolao is saying ‘Ciao’
to UTSA, his charisma and style of play
has left an indelible mark on the basketball program and the students who
watched him play.

Men’s club soccer opens spring season
By Lindsey Thomas
Sports Assistant
For the past few years, the
men’s club soccer team at
UTSA has been operated by
students. Former student Mason
Rankin began the club but has
stepped down to allow the
organization to be a studentrun league. The current head
coach is senior Asael Campos, a
political science major with no
prior coaching history. He was
brought into the club by friends
on the team who knew they
were in need of a student-coach.
Campos had the skills from
high school, two semesters at
Northwest Vista College (NVC)
and his childhood which the
team believes will be beneficial
to their spring season.
The men’s club soccer team
plays a spring and fall season.
Their fall season consists of
games and tournaments. They
would consider the fall semester their regular season and the
spring semester their off-season
training. Currently, they had
their first spring term game on
Thursday, Feb. 28, at Texas
State University.
“We have a great set of guys,
a lot from last semester and new
for this semester. What we try to

do is incorporate them and have
almost like a fraternity with
them. To have a brotherhood so
that when one guy needs something, they have another guy to
ask,” Campos said.
Last semester, the team
performed well. Right now,
Campos is utilizing this spring
semester as a time for him to
see where the players stand
with their determination and
dedication to the team, their
skill-set and overall mindset.
This spring, they have a smaller
group than they did last semester. They typically hover around
40 players and they currently
have about 27.
“Most importantly, I want to
make sure they are focused in
school,” Campos said. “Or if
they have problems at home, we
understand.”
One of the major benefits of
being on a club team versus
UTSA affiliated sports is the
relaxed environment. The team
acknowledges this as a volunteer activity but treats it as a
class. They show up to practices, prove their capabilities and
play in games.
Although the club is not an
official UTSA Athletics team,
the coaching staff has found
ways to give their players op-

portunities to excel in soccer
of the guys, we want to make
and potentially make a career
sure they are showing up to the
out of the sport. To provide the
games and practices,” Campos
players the opportunity, the
said. “If they can’t, we want
coach has the players practice
them to let us know.”
with United Premier Soccer
Kicking off their season, the
League (UPSL), who practice
men’s soccer club fell 2-0 to the
on the UTSA fields immediately Bobcats on Feb. 28. Throughfollowing the men’s soccer
out the night the ‘Runners had
club team on the weekdays.
ample opportunities to score,
This allows the next step to be
but were unable to add to the
available for those players who
scoresheet.
would like to pursue soccer on a
During halftime, Campos and
professional level.
the team changed their strategy
This team is entirely comand went into the second half
posed of volunteers, which
with a new formation which did
makes team commitment
not play out in the way they had
entirely up to the players. Last
anticipated. Immediately into
semester, there was a tournathe second half, the ‘Runners
ment in North Texas; however,
were scored on by a low driven
not many
players went.
This meant
the players
that did show
up had to
be switched
around and
played positions they
were unskilled in.
“This
semester, we
want to get
the commitThe men’s club soccer before their game.
ment out

shot around the outside of the
box. A few minutes later, the
team conceded a penalty and
went 2-0.
Following this, UTSA attempted to play the way they
did in the first half, which
helped the ‘Runners guard
themselves from more shots-ongoal by the Bobcats.
“We played a difficult game,
but we learned a lot about
which formation style works
best with us,” Campos said following their first game.
Find the ‘Runners at their
second game of the season
against NVC on Thursday,
March 7.

Photo courtesy of men’s club soccer
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Baseball upsets No. 19 Texas in Austin

Ethan Gullett/The Paisano

Bryan Sturges prepares to bat.

By Claire Coburn

Contributing Writer

For the first time in 12
years, the UTSA baseball team
defeated the University of
Texas at Austin (UT) at DischFalk Field, winning 10-7 and
marking the fourth ever win in
Austin.
The Roadrunners trailed 6-0
until the fifth inning with UT’s
outfielder Duke Ellis, outfielder
Eric Kennedy and third baseman Ryan Reynolds scoring
in the first inning alone. UT
scored another three runs in

the third inning with back-toback homeruns from red shirt
sophomore Zach Zubia and red
shirt senior Tate Shaw, the latter
of which also led Reynolds to
score as well.
After a scoreless fourth inning, the Roadrunners seemed
to finally come to life, scoring a
total of eight runs in the fifth inning. Griffin Paxton started off
the scoring spree with a double
that was shot down the left-field
line, sending Jonathan Tapia to
third and sending Joshua Lamb
and Shane Sirdashney home
to score, putting two up on the
board for UTSA. Senior Brian

Palmer Wenzel pitches to the batter.

Arias singled, allowing Paxton
and Tapia to score, bringing the
Roadrunners up to four. Reynolds slipped up at third base
giving UTSA a break, allowing
Nick Thornquist a single, letting Taylor Barber advance to
second, advancing Dylan Rock
to third and sending Arias home
to score, making it a one score
game.
UTSA refused to let up.
Sophomore Bryan Sturges hit
one to right field immediately
after, allowing Rock to score,
tying up the game. However, the Roadrunners weren’t
finished, and Lamb cranked

one out to right field earning a
single and sending Chase Keng
and Barber home to score, finishing out the fifth inning 8-6.
UTSA came out in the sixth
inning denying UT a run, bringing the score to 9-6 after Barber
drove one out to right field
which sent Rock to second and
allowed Arias to score. UTSA
continued to hold UT in the
seventh inning, and racked up
another run after Lamb singled,
which sent Sturges home to
score, bringing the score to
10-6. After an uneventful eighth
inning, UT attempted to climb
back up, with Reynolds earning

Ethan Gullett/The Paisano

a single and sending Kennedy
home, making the score 10-7.
However, UT’s efforts were
not enough, as they ended up
falling to the Roadrunners by
three runs, with the final score
at 10-7.
This is a historic win for the
Roadrunners. Their next big
rivalry game will take place
Tuesday, March 5, at Roadrunner Field in a one game match
up against the Texas State
Bobcats, after losing a series to
Bradley College 2-1.

Sherwood Forest Faire

Sherwood Forest Faire’s 10th Season!
Weekends March 2 – April 21 plus Friday, March 22

Paisano Plus
is on stands
now!

Less than 2 hours from San Antonio.
Camping available.
Contact: (512) 222-6680
www.SherwoodForestFaire.com

