
The Math Matters program 
utilizes lab-based learning and 
fewer instructor lecture periods 
for its core curriculum in three 
classes this fall. UTSA is expand-
ing its math lab through the sup-
port of a $2.9 million grant from 
the University of Texas System 
and promotion of the Coordi-
nated and Linked Approaches 
to Student Success (CLASS) 
program.

The Math Matters program was 
originally designed to help with 
remedial or developmental math 
courses. Dr. Rhonda Gonzales, 
Vice Provost for Strategic Initia-
tives, and several other faculty 
members visited universities such 
as Louisiana State University 
and Central Florida University to 
learn more about implementing a 

Math Emporium model. 
“These are universities that 

have been doing the emporium 
for over 10 years. They moved 
more toward a collaborative 
model, even in the lab,” said 
Gonzales. “Overall, it is about 
what students need to succeed.”

The Math Emporium model 
uses a system of guided notes, 
open source textbooks, lab hours 
and ample amounts of group 
work. The idea for the model 
limits the lecture to once a week, 
but gives students easy-to-follow 
notes that follow a free textbook. 
Each student is required to be 
in the Learning Lab a minimum 
number of hours, completing 
homework or working on practice 
problems to better understand the 
material. Students work together 
in groups to answer questions 
posed by their peers while profes-
sors and tutors monitor the group 
work to jump in when students 
struggle.

This year, the university 

expanded the initiative through 
the CLASS program to offer em-
porium learning for MAT 1033 
(Algebra with Calculus for Busi-
ness) and MAT 1093 (Precalcu-
lus). Each student is estimated to 
save $100 per semester by using 
the open-source textbook and the 
open source practice problems 
(WeBWorK). 

In a recent survey, students 
took a moment to explain how 
the learning style helped with the 
difficult coursework. One student 
described the WeBWorK assign-
ments as, “the most useful tool 
I’ve ever had in any math class.”

In summer 2016, the univer-
sity began its pilot program to 
offer emporium style curriculum 
for MAT 1073 or (Algebra for 
Scientists and Engineers). The 
Math Matters program began in 
one section of MAT 1073. This 
initial course yielded a result of 
67 percent of students earning an 
A or B in the class. In fall 2016, 
the Math Matters program out-

performed standard MAT 1073 
courses; 46 percent of students in 
the course earned an A or B.

“We meet one hour twice a 
week,” said Jonathan Brucks, 
lead instructor of the Math Mat-
ters program. “We know research 
has shown that students learn 
math by doing math which is the 
idea of minimising lecture and 
increasing lab presence.” The 
current program is operated by 
Brucks and Director of Tutoring 
Services Cindy McCowen.

One student survey said, “I 
felt that the structure the course 
provided was helpful towards me 
actually comprehending what is 
historically a difficult subject for 
me. Having to come to class with 
notes on the reading forced me to 
read the subject material outside 
of class. This class is well suited 
to students who can consistently 
display good effort.”

According to the administra-
tors, the Math Matters program 
is trying to change the paradigm 
for learning math. “We are really 
trying to make the labs a destina-
tion, a place to grow,” said Mc-
Cowen. “Students know they can 
come in and get the help that they 
need; there are plenty of tutors 
available.” 

The Math Matters program 
would like to expand past the cur-
rent three classes into a universi-
ty-wide learning style. They plan 
to use current grant money to in-
crease learning lab space by 100 
seats, hiring a systems analyst to 
develop content within the WeB-
WorK program and a lecturer 
with administrative duties. Within 
the next year, the program wants 
to add an additional 450 seats to 
the learning lab space.

Writing Center tutors will be 
embedded within WRC 1013 
Freshman Composition courses 
to help new UTSA students adjust 
to college life and academic de-
mands this fall semester.

The idea was implemented by 
the FAST Committee (Focused 
Academic Support Team), which 
includes the associate director 
of the Judith G. Gardner Center 
for Writing Excellence, Martha 
Smith. 

The Writing Center is the leader 
of the new Embedded Tutor Pro-
gram. The tutors are chosen from 
experienced staff of The Writing 
Center, who were trained and 
prepped during the summer on 
how to handle the new position.

Smith picks each tutor partici-
pating within the new program. 
“I wanted to have an established 
tutor who has been through tutor 
training and who has tutored for 
at least a semester,” Smith said. 
“I also wanted to find tutors that 
I think the students in the class 
could relate to.”   

The embedded tutors attend ev-
ery class meeting and are added to 
the course on Blackboard Learn 
so that they’re aware of what stu-
dents receive for the course. They 
also hold one “quick-chat office 
hour,” so students can ask ques-
tions concerning the class. 

Students can also make one-on-
one appointments with their em-
bedded tutor at the Writing Center 
for detailed help concerning their 
assignments. “We hope that the 
familiarity with a peer tutor will 
encourage students who would 
not normally seek tutoring to 
make appointments,” Smith said. 

There are currently six Writ-
ing Center tutors embedded into 
six different WRC 1013 courses: 
four at the main campus, one at 
the downtown campus and one 
on an online course. The tutors 
are paired with faculty members 
who teach at least two WRC 1013 
courses–one class would have an 
embedded tutor, while the other 
would not.  

Smith currently teaches two 
sections of WRC 1013, and one 
of the classes contains an embed-
ded tutor. Smith’s embedded tutor 
is Jemima Thomas. 

Thomas hopes to gain a better 
perspective from this experience. 
Thomas said, “I hope this experi-
ence will make me a better tutor 
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UTSA defeats Baylor in first game of the season

UTSA took the field in their 
crisp, all-white uniforms as the 
setting sun fell over the historic 
Brazos river behind McLane Sta-
dium. After UTSA’s season open-
er against Houston was cancelled 
due to flooding from Hurricane 
Harvey, the time had finally come 

for the Roadrunners to kick off 
their much-anticipated 2017 foot-
ball season. 

To start their season off on the 
right foot, UTSA would have to 
take down the well-known Baylor 
Bears on their home turf in Waco. 
UTSA came into the game as 
17-point underdogs. Having just 
lost to a relatively unknown FCS 
opponent in Liberty, Baylor was 
looking to avoid a second straight 

upset and an 0-2 start to their sea-
son.

Baylor’s quick-tempo offense 
put pressure on UTSA early on, 
and on their second drive they 
advanced close to UTSA terri-
tory. However, UTSA safety Nate 
Gaines came up with a huge in-
terception to stop Baylor’s drive 
and give the ‘Runners the ball 
back right around the 50-yard 
line. After the interception, UTSA 

drove down to the Baylor 30-yard 
line before they were stopped on 
a long third down. UTSA kicker 
Victor Falcon came out to attempt 
a career long 47-yard field goal, 
but it was blocked by the Baylor 
special teams unit and UTSA was 
unable to take advantage of the 
turnover. The score remained 0-0.
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UTSA celebrates a 17-10 victory against Baylor.
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“We hope that 
the familiarity 
with a peer tutor 
will encourage 
students who 
would not 
normally seek 
tutoring to make 
appointments.”

-Martha Smith
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UTSA
UTSA Education Abroad 
Services will be hosting a 
study abroad fair on Sept. 
12 in the Sombrilla Plaza. 
More than 20 third-party 
organizations and foreign 
universities will join UTSA 
faculty and Education 
Abroad Services to share 
information related to study 
abroad opportunities that are 
available.

Texas 
The U.S. House approved 
$15 billion in aid to support 
those affected by Hurricane 
Harvey’s destruction in 
southeast Texas on Friday, 
sending the legislation to 
President Donald Trump, 
which he signed. The 
funding is meant to serve as 
a short-term measure, and 
a larger bill is expected to 
be negotiated later in the 
fall. The aid was also part 
of a larger deal to avoid a 
government default and 
shutdown.

U.S.
Hurricane Irma made landfall 
in Florida over the weekend. 
The storm was the largest 
hurricane ever recorded in the 
Atlantic ocean, with 185 mph 
wind speeds. Irma struck 
the coast of Florida as a 
Category 4 storm, eventually 
downgrading into a Category 
2. The storm is forecasted to 
go up the eastern side of the 
United States throughout the 
next few days. 

World
The most powerful quake 
to hit Mexico in 100 years 
struck off its Pacific Coast 
late Thursday, affecting 
millions of residents of 
Mexico City and claiming, as 
of this printing, 61 lives. The 
earthquake had a magnitude 
of 8.2 and struck shortly 
before midnight on Sept. 7. 

Science
Dr. Gregory Berns, a 
neuroscientist at Emory 
University in Atlanta, 
conducted MRI scans on 
dogs. In an experiment, 
Berns gave hot dogs and/
or praise, then compared 
their responses with how the 
rewards center of their brains 
reacted, the vast number of 
dogs responded to praise 
and food equally. However, 
20 percent had stronger 
responses to praise than to 
food. Berns’ motivation for 
the experiment was from 
questioning whether his dog 
actually loved him. 

Technology
The FBI and the United 
States attorney’s office in 
New York are looking into 
whether Uber used tactics 
to illegally interfere with 
Lyft, its largest American 
competitor. The investigation 
is focused on Uber’s use of 
a special program internally 
called “Hell.” Uber had used 
the program to gain an edge 
over Lyft in markets where 
both companies operated, 
anonymous sources within the 
company said.

Justice Lovin, The Paisano
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A coalition of immigrant rights 
and political groups gathered at 
Milam Park Sept. 4 where they 
began a march in protest of Texas 
Senate Bill Four (SB4). The bill, 
which was temporarily halted by 
Chief U.S. District Judge Orlando 
Garcia on Aug. 30, was intended 
to crack down on sanctuary cities 
in the state of Texas. SB4 also 
empowered state law enforce-
ment officers to demand proof of 
citizenship from people during 
routine interactions such as traffic 
stops. 

The protesters, chanting and 
holding signs, marched through 
the streets of downtown San 
Antonio until, following a brief 
standoff with SAPD, they were 
forced onto the sidewalks, upon 
which they continued towards 
City Hall.

To begin the march, par-
ticipants gathered around an 
open space in the park where a 
group of people in traditional 
indigenous clothing performed 
a ceremony intended to place a 
blessing on the march. When the 
ceremony had finished, everyone 
gathered got into formation and 
set off into the heart of down-
town.

Along the way to City Hall, the 

march paused in front of the San 
Antonio office of Senator John 
Cornyn, where spokespeople 
gave speeches on immigrant 
rights and lead chants directed at 
the senator. The march ended in 
a gathering at City Hall, where 
organizers from the Refugee and 
Immigrant Center for Education 
and Legal Services (RAICES) 
and The Texas Organizing Proj-
ect, a group that aims to redress 
socioeconomic inequality by 
organizing communities for po-
litical action, spoke to the crowd 
of protesters and to news cameras 
that had been set up in anticipa-
tion of the event. 

Other groups that partici-
pated in the march and who were 
credited for organizing the march 
were Unite Here, Mi Familia 
Vota and MOVE San Antonio. 
MOVE specifically is notable for 
its many members who are also 
university students. MOVE mem-
ber and UTSA senior Sean Rivera 
is a prominent local organizer 
who was present at the march.

“This is the perfect city to do 
activism in. It has a really wide, 
really progressive base that’s just 
waiting to get started. There’s a 
lot of urgency for intersectional 
activism. I’ve definitely branched 
out into a lot of activism,” Rivera 
said at the march.

New furniture installed in Sombrilla Plaza

President Trump, through 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions, 
announced his plans to end the 
Deferred Action to Childhood Ar-
rivals (DACA) program, giving 
congress six months to propose a 
replacement. 

 The program protected some 
of the 800,000 people brought 
illegally to the United States 
as children. Former President 
Barack Obama enacted DACA 
in 2012, after the DREAM Act 
bill, which would have provided 
undocumented immigrants a 
pathway to citizenship, failed to 
receive sufficient votes from the 
House of Representatives.

 Texas holds the second-largest 
population of DACA eligible 
immigrants in the United States 
with 271,000; Bexar County has 
a DACA-eligible population of 
13,195, according to the Migra-
tion Policy Institute. 

 “DACA recipients are our 
students and our employees, our 
family members and our neigh-
bors,” San Antonio Mayor Ron 
Nirenberg said in a statement last 
week. “They contribute to our 
country as taxpaying neighbors, 
and their innovative ideas, hard 
work and dedication are the foun-
dation of a strong community.”

 UT Chancellor William 
McRaven issued a statement 
responding to DACA’s rescinding 
on September 5 via the Univer-
sity of Texas System website, 
addressing UT System DACA 
students directly. “You can be 
certain of our support as you 
continue to pursue your dreams–
the American dream–to obtain 
an education and build a better 
future for you and your families,” 
Mcraven said. “As UT adheres 
to federal and state laws regard-
ing immigration, rest assured 
our campuses will remain places 
where you can safely study as 
Congress takes up this issue.”

 UTSA President Taylor 
Eighmy also gave support for 
students, offering a contact for 
students with DACA-related con-
cerns. “As a community we must 
do everything we can to help our 
fellow Roadrunners in their time 
of need,” Eighmy said. “If you 
know Dreamer students, now is 
the time to give them emotional 
support during all the uncertainty 
and fear they will face in the 
months to come. 

“They will need their friends 
and faculty/staff mentors now 
more than ever.”

 Andrea Fernandez, senior pub-
lic policy major, is currently pro-
tected under DACA. She moved 
to the United States at nine years 
old from Mexico City with her 
family, who were able to estab-
lish themselves under a visitor’s 
visa. After her father was stabbed 
and robbed while hailing a taxi, 
and several financial issues, her 
family made the decision to leave 
Mexico. 

 “I was given opportunities that 
I didn’t have before,” Fernandez 
said. “But I felt like I couldn’t 
tell anyone my situation because 

I was afraid I was going to be 
judged.” 

 Currently a fellow with Move-
SA and leader of an on-campus 
student DACA group, Fernan-
dez speaks at rallies, organizes 
“Know Your Rights” workshops 
and advocates for immigration 
law reform across San Antonio. 

 “We’re here to educate people 
on the issue,” she said. “This can 
stop being a party issue if more 
people knew the facts.” 

 Fernandez is worried about 
her future and the future of 
other DACA students, citing the 
congressional impasse that forced 
then-President Obama to sign 
DACA into law.

 “I have no pathway to citizen-
ship,” Fernandez said. “I’m 
worried that I won’t be able to 
graduate or contribute to society 
in the way I was hoping to.” 

 Undocumented students are 
protected under DACA if there is 
no feasible way to obtain citizen-
ship, meaning Fernandez, who 
plans to graduate in December 
2018, would lose her DACA 
protections on August 31, 2018 
if Congress does not replace the 
bill. 

 Eliz Castillo, sophomore pre-
business major, is also a DACA 
student. She came to the United 
States at five years old from Mex-
ico, and has not returned since. `

“When I first learned of Presi-
dent Trump’s plans of ending 
DACA, I was not surprised, but 
I was very upset,” Castillo said. 
“All the DACA recipients have 
made the United States our home, 
and we have repeatedly proven 
that we are no threat or burden to 
this country. 

 “So many people get the 
wrong idea of DACA and see it 
as undocumented immigrants get-
ting a free ride in this country. We 
all work extremely hard.”

 Castillo also credits DACA as 
the reason for her success in the 
United States.

 “I was undocumented until 
my freshman year of high school, 
when DACA was first intro-
duced,” Castillo said. “DACA 
provided me with a temporary 
work visa that allowed me to get 
a driver’s license and start work-
ing. It also provided me with the 
opportunity to take dual-credit 
classes in high school to get 
ahead on my education.”

 “Most importantly DACA re-
lieved me of so much stress, and I 
could finally live a normal life.”

 Castillo, along with many 
friends and family protected 
under DACA, have renewed their 
work visas for another two years. 
Still, she is fearful of returning 
to Mexico if Congress does not 
repeal DACA. 

 “My main concern with 
DACA ending is having to live 
in the shadows of my own home 
or move back to a country I am 
no longer familiar with,” Castillo 
said. “I would live life in fear 
once again, and there would be 
nothing I could continue doing 
here.”

 RAICES Texas will be provid-
ing free legal service for DACA 
renewals on Sept. 23 at UTSA’s 
main campus.

DACA recinding’s impact 
on UTSA

By Gaige Davila
Co-News Editor

Students at risk of losing 
program’s protections

By Justice Lovin
Staff Writer

Students organize
against SB4

Rallies convene in front 
of city hall

Over the summer, the 
wooden furniture that 
had been in the Sombrilla 
for decades was replaced 
with brand new aluminum 
furniture with poly-teak 
wooden finish. The former 
furniture was installed in 
the 1980s, being refur-
bished and replaced in 
2002 and 2005.

The Sombrilla Plaza is 
one of the most popular 
places for students to visit 
on campus. Every spring 
semester, the Sombrilla 

fills with student or-
ganizations booths for 
Fiesta UTSA. Last fall, 
the Sombrilla housed a 
silent protest, along with 
several other demonstra-
tions over the years. The 
importance of the awning 
is pronounced by students, 
and the new furniture is 
intended to give students a 
fresh look at what the area 
has to offer.

The new furniture is 
weather resistant and 
environmentally friendly. 
New tables are made of 
poly-teak slats, a more 
sustainable option because 

of its durability in the 
elements. The metallic 
casings around the table 
provide a sturdy surface 
for studying, eating or 
meeting with friends. 

The old furniture has 
been moved to other loca-
tions on campus, mainly 
around the McKinney Hu-
manities Building and the 
Flawn Science Building. 

Students voiced mixed 
feelings about the furni-
ture being replaced; many 
students feel the new 
furniture is more sleek but 
limited in elbow space. 

Junior communication 

major Kimberly Perales 
recalled the old furniture 
with fondness. “The old 
furniture was bigger and 
sturdier. The new ones 
look nice but the old ones 
were better,” she said. 

Biology graduate stu-
dent Josh Keuhne said the 
furniture is “aesthetically 
pleasing, but very limit-
ed.” When asked what he 
would want the University 
to do, Keuhne said, “I just 
wish there was more of 
(the furniture).” 

Even though some 
students like the new fur-
niture, they are also happy 

that the old furniture was 
not destroyed.

Furniture improvement 
is one item on an extend-
ed list of renovations that 
were completed over the 
summer. Other University 
projects include renovated 
auditoriums in the science 
and humanities buildings 
and new lounge seating 
in the auditorium. The 
University plans to install 
more furniture during 
the coming weeks due to 
the original order being 
delayed.

Updated seating added to popular student hangout 

Continued from page 1

Protestors organize infront on city hall.

not only to WRC 1013 students, 
but also to other students who 
schedule an appointment with 
me.” 

“Actively participating in a 
composition class will enable me 
to shift my perspective from ‘tu-
tor mode’ to ‘student mode’ and 
truly experience the doubts, ques-
tions or confusions a student may 
have when assigned an essay,” 
Thomas said.   

At the end of the semester, the 
program’s success will be evalu-
ated by determining how many 
students in the paired classes vis-
ited the tutors’ office hours and 

made appointments for one-on-
one tutoring compared to the stu-
dents in the unpaired classes. The 
FAST Committee will also survey 
students and faculty members 
who participated in this program 
to learn about their experiences.

“The embedded tutor program 
is successful if students perform 
well in their first year at UTSA,” 
Thomas said. “Improving a fresh-
man’s performance at UTSA en-
courages them to stay at UTSA, 
instead of transferring to other 
colleges or universities, or drop-
ping out altogether.”

Justice Lovin, The Paisano

By Carlos Hughes
Staff Writer
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When Liberty University beat 
Baylor on Sept. 2 their Monday 
classes were cancelled for celebra-
tion. UTSA did not cancel classes 
Monday following their upset 
win against Baylor, but make no 
mistake the San Antonio commu-
nity is rowdy with pride–‘Runner 
football’s opening season win ener-
gized the campus and the city. 

Mayor Ron Nirenberg shared 
his excitement on Twitter after the 
‘Runner victory and sent a shout 
out to number 55 with the hashtag  
TauaefaForever. Texas newspa-
per headlines were littered with 
UTSA’s win in Waco. 

One win isn’t enough to define 
a program, but it is enough to rally 
a city behind the winning team. 
Coach Frank Wilson circulated 
his “all hands on deck” message 
on airwaves earlier in the school 
year. He asked for all members 
of campus and San Antonio to 
promote a supportive environment 
for the football program. “W’s” are 
the ultimate bargaining tool to ac-
complish that goal. If the program 
maintains this momentum, San An-
tonians will be seeing more orange 
and blue outside of the Northwest. 

What does that mean for UTSA? 
It’s another jab at our inferior 
neighbor Texas State, whose foot-
ball program is more than 100 
years our senior and has fewer 
bowl appearances than UTSA. But 
more optimistic opinions say it 
means more. 

A relatively young university 
in a city as large and promising 
as San Antonio has a lot to gain 
by distinguishing itself as “San 
Antonio’s university,” a moniker 
President Taylor Eighmy attached 
to UTSA in a KSAT12 interview. 

One way to grow with San 
Antonio is to connect UTSA 
research with the city via Eighmy’s 
“urbanomics” approach, a method 
of fitting UTSA into the way San 
Antonio operates and thrives as a 
city. Another is through community 
engagement in a well marketed and 
succesful sports program.

An arguable fast track to fame 
for our university would be to own 
the football-state reputation Texas 
boasts. Football generates energy 
into a community whose common 
appreciation is for that sport. The 
Alamodome walls are actually 
painted orange and blue. With 
more wins we can expect River 
Walk banners and Roadrunners 
on license plates. You can see that 
kind of investment in Austin and 
College Station. Why not here?

UTSA stakeholders want San 
Antonio forever in our corner. A 
top-notch football program would 
give us leverage in the bargain. 
We’re already San Antonio’s uni-
versity; let’s remind everyone with 
a winning season.

Roadrunner defense prepares for the snap.

During a student’s first year of 
college, it is important to establish 
relationships. Whether that rela-
tionship be with peers, instructors, 
or the library staff (get to know 

your school’s library, you will be 
there often), creating bonds are 
an imperative part of a college 
student’s success. A relationship 
most students fail to establish 
is the resident-resident assistant 
relationship. A student’s bond with 
their resident assistant (RA) will 
alter their college career drastical-
ly. The problem is most students 
don’t understand the importance 
of an RA. If you are like me when 
I began college, you may not even 
know what an RA is.

 An RA is not a person who just 
unlocks doors. An RA is not some-
one who just wants to bust people 
for using drugs or alcohol. 

“The purpose of an RA is to 
build community,” stated Laurel 
Village RA Mikel Moore. 

RAs want to build relationships 
and bring students together. RAs 
also want to expose students to 
different resources around campus 
so that the students can have a suc-
cessful college career.

I did not know what an RA 
was when I became a resident at 
Chisholm Hall. After I discovered 
each resident had an RA I thought 
that RAs just wanted to find ways 
to kick residents out of their 
rooms. I attended many of the RA 
created programs as the semester 
progressed.  I begin to realize RAs 

were not just some authoritarian 
figures out to get me. They were 
people who wanted to help me and 
other residents like me. The RAs 
helped me establish bonds (direct-
ly and indirectly) with my peers. 
People I believe that I will always 
be able to call friends. RAs also 
exposed me to different resources 
and events around campus. For ex-
ample, one program by a Chisholm 
Hall RA showed residents how to 
apply for scholarships. 

The resident-RA relationship is 
important because it gives RAs a 
chance to expose their residents to 
different activities around campus 
that they may not know about. 

When a resident first arrives to col-
lege and is afraid of leaving their 
room, an RA is there to help them. 
To show the resident that although 
they are in an unfamiliar place 
they don’t have to be afraid.

That is what is so special about 
the resident-RA relationship. RAs 
are willing to help there resident’s 
even though they don’t know 
them. RAs are the gatekeepers for 
their resident’s college careers. 
Resident Assistants are anything 
and everything their residents 
need them to be. They are friends, 
advisors, counselors, teachers and 
so on. Be sure to cherish your RA. 
They are here to help you. 

opinion

Editorial

Hail to the chief! Our great 
leader Donald has checked off one 
of the most important issues threat-
ening our country today, the LGBT 
agenda trying to get their kind into 
our powerful military. 

On Aug. 25, Trump issued a 
presidential memorandum direct-
ing Secretary of Defense James 
Mattis and the acting Secretary of 
Homeland Security (Elaine Duke) 
to return to the military’s policy 
regarding “transgender” troops 
before June of 2016. The President 
outlined his concerns stating that 
these “transgenders” could  “hinder 
military effectiveness and lethal-
ity, disrupt unit cohesion or tax 
military resources.”

Before the foreign Muslim that 
infiltrated and manipulated our 
government for eight years came 
into power, the Department of 
Defense and the Department of 
Homeland Security were able to 

exercise any action they saw fit 
when it came to recruiting these 
confused or even brainwashed 
individuals. This usually included 
prohibiting any person(s) identify-
ing as “transgender” from entering 
our fourth reich. 

Anyone found to have infiltrated 
our congregation were dishonor-
ably discharged from service im-
mediately after having their mental 
illness discovered. 

A recent inquiry by Forbes mag-
azine found that the total cost of 
fake “transgender” soldiers on our 
armed forces exceeds $8 million! 
That’s a little over 0.001 percent of 
our total military budget of $582 
billion. With the money we are 
using to pay for these soldiers to 
be able to walk into the other sexes 
bathroom, we could buy one entire 
M1A2 SEP battle tank, 8 percent 
of a F-35 fighter jet or 0.06 percent 
of a new aircraft carrier. 

Personally, I don’t believe 
we’re doing enough to stop these 
individuals from draining our re-
sources. The memorandum will not 
come fully into play until March 
23, 2018. Our great leader has 
given Mattis and Duke until Feb. 
21, 2018 to come up with a plan on 
how to address currently serving 
“transgender” service “men” and 

“women.” We need action now 
in order to secure our military’s 
effectiveness in the face of this 
circus show. 

Fake news wants you to believe 
this issue isn’t prevalent in our 
society. They bribe and blackmail 
historically trustworthy think tanks 
such as the RAND Corporation to 
push out fake statistics like “the 
readiness impact of transition-
related treatment would lead to a 
loss of less than 0.0015 percent of 
total available labor-years in the 
active component.” They attack 
our president for having purely 
political motivation when we all 
know the threat of “transgenders” 
has been growing for years.

 Alt-left liberals such as the 
ACLU have even began suing our 
leader for discrimination. To think 
our General has ever been dis-
criminatory towards any real group 
of people in America is absurd and 
completely unwarranted. 

It is our duty to follow the leader 
we have chosen for us into the 
depths of hell and back without 
question. Those who disobey or 
fight the leader of our government 
are traitors to our society. 

I put full faith in Mr. Trump and 
expect him to make the right deci-
sions for our country. 

By Cade Brashear
Staff Writer

Satire

Hail to the chief

Resident assistants aren’t so bad
Commentary

By Kenyatta Battle
Staff Writer

Chase Otero, The Paisano

‘Runner football 
rallies city’s support

By Karen Gracia
Contributing Writer

Mattis’
Hair Salon

Comic
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I traded in my work boots for 
student loans. It was a strategic 
decision. After I got laid off in 
January, I only had two choices: 
go back to school or find another 
job.          

Education was never my prior-
ity. For the better part of four 
years, I had education on the back 
burner. The most important aspects 
of my life were social gatherings 
and money. As they began to rise, 
my GPA saw a rapid decline. I was 
in over my head juggling work, 
community college, lovers and 
friends. Since then, my priorities 
have changed.

Priorities are not deadlines. 
Priorities are ambitions. They all 
require action and desire. Many 
priorities are accompanied with 
deadlines and college is full of 

them. Jobs are often our number 
one priority; not because we desire 
to work but because we desire to 
get a decent meal and a night’s 
sleep.

Some people are unaware of 
their priorities. Consider addic-
tions. Among the most dangerous 
priorities are alcohol, illegal drugs, 
sex, cigarettes, sugar, fat and 
social networks. These are several 
things and activities that people 
are enthusiastically devoted to. 
The devotion may take a toll on 
the body as well as our emotions. 
They’re also undeniably capable of 
wrecking relationships.

I, too, have allowed my desires 
to punish me. Those desires were 
my priorities, the things I placed 
the most value on. If they were 
deadlines, I would have met 

them early. I’m grateful that they 
weren’t deadlines because they 
would have precluded me from 
pursuing new goals and opportuni-
ties.

Deadlines that are met do not 
slap expiration dates on priorities. 
Deadlines that are met mean more 
deadlines to come, but the priority 
remains the same or is capable of 
being changed.

I’ve had three major priority 
changes in my lifetime. At first, I 
favored social status, then it was 
money and now it’s straight A’s. 
I was successful in my social life 
and made a decent living before I 
got laid off, but I wasn’t a success. 
My social life led me down a dark 
path and my desire to earn money 
was so strong that I was willing to 
“break my back” doing it.

When one’s ambitions change, 
so do their priorities. I’m no longer 
interested in social gatherings or 
earning a lot of money. I want to 
use my knowledge to help people. 
This shift leads many to a hap-
pier and healthier life. What we 
strongly desire, we are capable of 
achieving. 

Successful people choose the 
right priorities. They work hard, 
think forwardly, learn from their 
mistakes, meet their deadlines and 
constantly assess their perfor-
mance. They are willing to sacri-
fice their time, money, energy and 
relationships. The right priorities 
are capable of changing the world, 
but we must chase dreams that 
benefit us, not desires that bring us 
down. Higher education is a great 
place to start.
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What’s your definition of a 
woman who partakes in sexual 
activity at her own discretion? 
We live in a time where sex sells. 
It is widely accepted, especially 
through mainstream media but 
not surprisingly, derogatory slang 
pertaining to women is still being 
thrown around. I especially find it 
astounding that in an open-minded 
college setting, men continuously 
get high-fived for an “impres-
sive” body count, but the moment 
a woman attempts to enjoy more 
than one sexual partner, a meta-
phorically shameful and scarlet ‘A’ 
is etched onto her reputation. 

Double standard much?
That’s not even the worst part. 

Women can learn to embrace 
their curves and sexual desires 
and still have conversations like, 
‘Wait, that dress is a little sug-
gestive’ or ‘I mean, you did wear 
that skirt, what’d you expect them 
to do.’ Funny how a New-York-
fashion-week-approved outfit can 
be okay’ed by society when Kylie 
Jenner wears it, but when a confi-
dent woman who isn’t a celebrity 
does, suddenly her entire life is 
scrutinized. 

Yes society, I’m talking to you. 
How dare we, as human beings 

in a time that accepts the innova-
tive nature of fashion and sex, 
slut-shame a woman for how 
she decides to dress or who she 
chooses to sleep with. Villages that 

stoned women to death for making 
eye contact with men are long 
gone. Let’s be real here. What’s ‘in’ 
is ‘in’, so let’s drop the judgment 
about a woman’s virtue based on 
her decison to wear a denim skirt 
or a body-hugging top.

When labeling someone a ‘slut,’ 
you’re assuming a moral judgment. 
But the real moral question lies 
within every person’s individual 
perspective. 

We all have different definitions 
of sex, intimacy and promiscuity. 
It isn’t safe to give someone else’s 
sex life a real thought. It isn’t safe 
because while your morals may be 
far-right, the person you’re judging 
could have far-left morals. Stop 
slut-shaming and ask yourself, ‘Is 
what she does with her body really 
any of my damn business?’  Then 
ask yourself how long you might 
cry in the shower when that meta-
phorical scarlet ‘A’ won’t wash 
off because you and your friends 
decided to judge what she does 
with her body. 

Open your mind, lay off and get 
real.

Sex is one of the very few ingre-
dients of life. Century after century 
has made sex desirable, unfathom-
able and completely frowned upon, 
but, truth is, everybody does it. 
And its nobody’s business but your 
own. 

Slut, whore, tramp, skank, 
jezebel, skeezer, hoe, trick–these 
derogatory and brash labels must 
stop.   

To my women with the meta-
phorical scarlet ‘A’ etched on their 
self-esteem for whatever reason, 
love yourself regardless of what 
you wear or who you hook up with. 

By Kimiya Factory
Contributing Writer

Commentary

Let’s bring an end 
to slut-shaming
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ARts & Life

Crimson currents looming
Red River Family Records revives the 
arcane, cryptic and obscure in second 
annual festival at Barracuda Austin.

By Enrique Bonilla
Arts & Life Editor

Crimson 
red, 
nocturnal 
purple and 
poisoner’s 

green lights dim over an 
unsuspecting audience.

Clad in leather, patches 
and studs the curious crowd 
members draw closer to the 
speaker-laden altar. 

Throughout Austin’s Red 
River District, a different 
ambience takes over–one 
that is not for the weak or 
the plebeian. 

The tableau crafted by 
Red River Family Records 
is a delicacy for those with 
a deep appreciation of 
sonic disharmonies, darker 
handiwork and esoteric aural 
offerings.

Throughout the evenings 
of Sept. 22 and 23, Bar-
racuda Austin will host 25+ 
artists from around the states 
for Red River Family Fest - 
Year 2.

Red River Family, a small 
label from Austin, TX made 
international waves with 
their introduction of the fest 
in 2016 with the RRFFest 
Year 1.

Artists from Germany, 
France, Australia, California 
and New York took the two 
stages at Barracuda Austin 
in 2016. Representation 
from Texas was in full effect 
as well, providing a good 
visual of the local scene.

Among those present last 
year, Los Angeles’ Black 
Twilight Circle will be mak-
ing their second voyage to 
the 7th Street venue.

Crepusculo Negro, also 
known as the Black Twilight 
Circle is a collective of 
acts that share a vision of 
reverence for pre-Hispanic 
ancestry.

Volahn, Arizmenda and 
Dolorvotre are among the 
three Black Twilight Circle 
bands that will be present at 

Year 2.
The sounds of pan flutes, 

chapchas and bone whistles 
interwoven with the ritual 
chaos of traditional black 
metal instrumentation come 
to life with these acts; for 
these indigenous impas-
sioned artists the music is 
not only a means of express-
ing creativity, but rituals that 
pay homage to the barbaric 
pagan honors of pre-Colum-
bian life.

Continued on page 6
See “Looming”

This week on stage: Vol III
Sucking face and saving whales: Hay Fever 
comes to the Boerne Community Theatre

From William Shake-
speare’s “Hamlet” to Seth 
MacFarlane’s “Family Guy,” 
the dysfunctional family 
has pressed the Anglophone 
imagination to its most com-
pelling and popular dramatic 
works.

This month, the Boerne 
Community Theatre’s pro-
duction of Noël Coward’s 
1925 “Hay Fever” walks 
this generic and historic 
tightrope into greatness.

Cheryl Tanner leads the 
cast as Judith Bliss, an ag-
ing starlet and matriarch of 
the well-off Bliss family. 
Anxious to return to the 
theater and reassert her wan-
ing career, Judith has invited 
a young admirer to spend 
the weekend at the fam-
ily’s country home outside 
London. 

Her husband David Bliss 
(Michael Duggan) is the 
reclusive author of kitschy 
romance novels, and has co-

incidentally invited his latest 
muse down as well. Worse 
still, son Simon (Schedel 
Luitjen) and daughter Sorel 
(Hannah Palmer) have 
summoned devotees of their 
own. 

Though already very fun-
ny, “Hay Fever” transcends 
its silly plot of four cramped 
and simultaneous affairs. 
And it does so by giving 
its lovers exactly what they 
wish for: intimacy–inti-
macy onto madness. Think 
“Malcolm in the Middle” 
meets “The Homecoming.” 
“Seinfeld” meets “Who’s 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf?.” 

The Boerne production 
is so successful because it 
captures an all-too-familiar 
lunacy: the best and worst of 
life at home. 

What relevance could 
an English play written in 
1925 staged in 2017 about 
family have for audiences, 
for families, living almost a 

century apart? 
To answer this question, 

I brought a family to the 
theater. 

A family of one, anyway.
Ashley McDaniel, a 

UTSA junior majoring in 
modern languages with an 
emphasis in German, is 
three months pregnant with 
her first child. 

As a single, first-time 
mother living at home, 
Ashley, like many students, 
walks between the life she 
has always known and a 
new life that is about to 
begin. 

We meet over salad a few 
hours before show time at 
The Dodging Duck Bre-
whaus a few blocks away 
from the theater. 

“When I was twelve, my 
dad hit it big in the stock 
market and my parents 
moved out here to Boerne 
to build their dream house,” 
Ashley tells me.

By Eric Pitty
Staff Writer

Above: Blue Hummingbird on the 
Left brings the indigenous front to 
last year’s RRFFest.
Right: Arizmenda poisoning your 
mind...with thought.
Below: Ritual chaos descends as 
Volahn closes out year one.

Using a realtor’s web-
site, she walks me virtu-
ally around the eight-acre 
property. First through the 
now-empty stables where 
her twin sister rode horses. 
Now into her father’s study, 
with its hidden door leading 
to a mirror-walled exercise 
room. 

Then, to the edge of the 
in-ground swimming pool. 
And lastly to the Rapunzel-
style window of her child-
hood bedroom.

“My parents never got 
along. Never. When I was 
sixteen or seventeen my 
parents got divorced and 
sold the house just like that,” 
Ashley says.

The realty site lists the 
house as unsold for the past 
ten years.

“It’s kind of sad to see it 
empty like that.”

At twenty-eight, today 
Ashley is a tall and broad-
shouldered woman. 

Breeching dolphins, 
diving whales, and a forest 
of pale, self-inflicted scars 
mark the shift from adven-
ture into hardship and back 
again.

“Sometimes it feels like 
I’ve lived a bunch of dif-
ferent lives in one,” Ashley 
says.

To demonstrate her point, 
Ashley flips through her 
Facebook. Many photos 
there capture her years spent 
with Sea Shepard. 

“Yup. My life has changed 
a lot since when I was 
young,” Ashley laughs.

While sifting through 
photographs, she pauses 
over one of herself arm-in-

arm with a young man. 
“This one was taken right 

over there.”
Ashley points over her 

shoulder to the banks of the 
Guadalupe River that runs 
molasses through the heart 
of Boerne. 

“That’s where my ex-
husband and I got married.”

“Ex-husband? Where is he 
now?” I ask.

“Back in Germany.”
Later that night, during 

the play, Sorel Bliss shrieks, 
“We’re a beastly family, and 
I hate us,”

On my left, I hear Ashley 
chuckle at the line.

The New York Times 
reviewed a 1985 revival of 
“Hay Fever” as “spun out of 
the thinnest and most dizzy-
ing of air,” “an evening of 
intoxicating escape.”

And there is something 
about the unreality of a play, 
and of theatre overall, that 
speaks to the child in all of 
us, the part that likes to be 
dizzy, who longs to escape 
into a fantastic tale.

Later, under the glow of 
the Boerne Community The-
atre marquee, I ask Ashley 

what she thought about the 
play.

“It made me think about 
family,” Ashley responded. 
“The Bliss family are crazy, 
but every family is crazy in 
their own way.”

I ask if the play made her 
think about her upbringing, 
if she plans to raise her child 
any differently.

“That’s a hard question,” 
she says,“I mean, coming 
from a sort-of broken home 
myself, I want some things 
to be different for my baby. 
But in other ways I wouldn’t 
want to do anything differ-
ently. I turned out crazy, but 
I’m also just fine.”

Similarly for this 
critic, “Hay Fever” seems 
to criticize the possibil-
ity—and desirability—of 
an escape from ourselves. 
The fun shines through in 
this month’s family-centered 
farce. But the delightful 
unreality of “Hay Fever” 
has as its deepest roots in 
the all-too-concrete reality 
of our imperfect personal 
histories defined by the lives 
of others.

Courtesy of Richard Ramos

Courtesy of Richard RamosCourtesy of Richard Ramos

Courtesy of Ashley McDaniel

Ashley as a Sea Shepherd.

The Bliss Family from left to right: Schedel Luitjen as Simon, Cheryl Tanner as Ju-
dith, Hannah Palmer as Sorel.

Courtesy of the Boerne Community Theatre



SEPTEMBER 12 -  SEPTEMBER 19, 20176

This year’s lineup also 
brings with it the opportu-
nity to catch many acts who 
have never plagued the stage 
in Texas or performed live 
at all.

Skáphe, asphyxiating 
ambient black metal from 
Philadelphia will be taking 
the stage for the first time 

with a full lineup despite the 
music being written entirely 
by multi-instrumentalist 
Alex Poole.

New York acts, Yellow 
Eyes and Sanguine Eagle 
also make their Texas debut 
this year, bringing their 
brand of mercurial arrange-
ments to the stage.

Dissonance and unortho-
dox vacuums of sound are 
on the horizon as Portland 

based Ævangelist also make 
their premiere in the lone 
star state at this year’s fest. 
This outfit comprises mem-
bers from Portland, Chicago 
and San Antonio including 
local artists, Antemia Kavil-
lari of Willow and Bradley 
Tiffin of Haunter. 

“Year 2 has increased the 
reach to the bands com-
ing to Texas that are a full 
representation off the current 

state of U.S. black metal,” 
mentioned Shane Davis, 
owner of Red River Family 
Records.

The inclusion of all sub-
genres and classes will be 
present at RRFFest - year 2. 

This is important as 
so many people’s idea of 
black metal continues to be 
Nordic or Scandinavian men 
donning corpse paint and 
carrying torches in an icy 

forest night.
The focus of the genre 

has moved from visions of 
church burnings and Satan to 
a broader, less theologically 
drive vision while remain-
ing in the underground, kept 
alive by true fans: no posers.

Unlike many festivals 
in Austin, San Antonio is 
well represented at this 
year’s RRFFest. One-man 
blackened sludge monolith, 

Crawl, will be making his 
final performance in Texas 
this year. While this fest is 
not for the average music-
lover, this is an open invita-
tion to witness something 
darker, unique and crafted 
by people with a passion for 
art that has no place in the 
sun’s light.

No Payne, no gain
The music industry is a 

curious beast, difficult to 
both understand and tame. 
The path to success is often 
strange, less about what you 
know and more about who 
you know.

On Tuesday Sept. 12, 
Forbes and Grammy Awards 

contributor Ogden Payne 
will lead a hands-on work-
shop on how to navigate 
your music career through 
uncharted territory and grab 
media attention at the John 
Peace Library. 

Payne is a man of many 
titles: journalist, artist and 

public speaker. Payne has 
interviewed Chance the 
Rapper, Migos, G-Eazy and 
many other high-profile art-
ists as he works on his own 
rap career.

UTSA will be the first 
stop on Payne’s “For the 
Students Tour” where he 

will visit eight schools in 
Texas, Florida and Georgia. 

Dr. Stan Renard, UTSA’s 
assistant professor of music 
marketing and coordinator 
of the Music Marketing Pro-
gram booked Payne to begin 
his series of guest speakers 
that will give workshops 
throughout the semester. 

“Music departments tend 
to do a lot of classical music 
and jazz but rap, hip-hop, 
rock and pop appeal to our 
students,” Renard said. “We 
study 100 percent of the 
music market here, not just 
the two percent  which is 
classical and jazz.”

Renard invited Payne and 
the other speakers to work 
with the UTSA community, 
so they can teach practical 
skills that will be helpful to 
students interested in music, 
communications and busi-
ness.  

Payne’s diverse skill set 
allow him to teach people 
from different backgrounds 
how to observe the music 
business landscape from 

various points of view.
“Ogden has an interesting 

background,” Renard said. 
“He’s in music journalism 
which is a unique field by 
itself (...) most of the time, 
musicians have multiple 
revenue streams. 

“He’s a performer and 
a public speaker, but he’s 
coming here for free which 
is a big deal.” 

Renard is trying to create 
a unique experience for 
attendees to this series by 
working with speakers to 
make instructional work-
shops geared toward coming 
away with practical skills.  

“I don’t want them just to 
talk at you. It’s not a lecture, 
it’s not just them sharing 
their story, I’m not interested 
in that,” Renard said. “I’m 
interested in you coming out 
of it and learning something 
you can use.”

Payne will be having 
students look over a sample 
label contract document 
as well as write a public 
relation piece to sharpen 

skills in multiple areas. Most 
people would not normally 
have access to these music 
industry insider documents.

This is first of many up-
coming Music Department 
events that interest students 
involved with music market-
ing such as a workshop with 
Dennis Lord, executive vice 
president of SESAC, the 
only for profit royalty col-
lection agency for artists on 
Nov. 16 at the JPL. 

Also on the horizon is 
Music Biz Day–the largest 
free music business sympo-
sium in the country on April 
7 at the UTSA  Downtown 
Campus; it brings together 
many top industry profes-
sionals for students and the 
community to work with. 

The path to success in 
the music industry may be 
uncharted, but the work-
shops provided by the UTSA 
Music Department should 
provide you with a compass 
to help navigate the waters.

Forbes journalist Ogden Payne kicks off series of speakers for Music Marketing Program
By Joseph Mabry
Contributing Writer

Looming
Continued from page 5

 
B R I S C O E  W E S T E R N  A R T  M U S E U M  
210 W. Market Street | On the River Walk 

Voices of the West:  
Distinguished Lecture Series 

and THAT DAY Book Signing with 
Laura Wilson 

Tuesday, September 19 | 6:30pm 

Ogden Payne, a man with much to say and more to teach.

Above: Morbus666 at last 
year’s RRFFest.
Below: Uruk pillaging.

Courtesy of Necroblanca Photography

Courtesy of Necroblanca Photography

Courtesy of Ogden Payne
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With under three minutes to go in the 
first quarter, Baylor drove the ball inside 
UTSA’s 30-yard line. However, a holding 
penalty and a clutch sack by UTSA 
defensive end Marcus Davenport pinned 
the Bears back near the 43-yard line and 
once again, they were forced to punt the 
ball away. 

With neither offense able to make 
anything happen early on, the first quarter 
ended with a deadlocked score of 0-0. 

UTSA had possession of the ball to 
begin the 2nd quarter and moved the ball 
effectively down into Baylor territory. 
Once inside the 30-yard line, the Baylor 
defense came alive and forced a 4th down. 
Instead of electing for a field goal, UTSA 
decided to go for it, and the short pass play 
to Jalen Rhodes was blown up for a loss 
of yards. Baylor took over on their own 
22-yard line.  

With nine minutes to go in the second 
quarter, The UTSA defense stepped up 
once again and forced Baylor to punt. 
However, UTSA muffed the punt, and 
Baylor recovered the ball inside the 
red-zone. On the very next play, Baylor 
quarterback Anu Solomon connected with 
wide receiver Denzel Mims on a 20-yard 
pass in the corner of the end zone. With 
that, Baylor took a 7-0 lead over UTSA 
midway through the 2nd quarter.

UTSA would go to work immediately 
after as they methodically drove the ball 
down the field. After picking up a couple 
of huge third down conversions, the 
‘Runners found themselves knocking on 
the door of the end-zone. On a third down 
and goal, quarterback Dalton Sturm hit 
Joshua Stewart for the score from seven 
yards out. The play capped a 16-play 
drive, and tied the game at 7-7 going into 
halftime.

The Roadrunners got the ball to start 
the 2nd half and wasted no time extending 

their lead. Quarterback Dalton Sturm took 
off on a 40-yard scramble into Baylor 
territory, and on the very next play, Sturm 
hit receiver Kerry Thomas for a 29-yard 
touchdown pass. That would push their 
lead to 14-7 early in the third quarter.

As the time in the third quarter winded 
down, Baylor was threatening near the 
UTSA 20-yard line. On a 4th down and 
short, they elected to go for it, and the 
Roadrunner defense came up with a huge 
stop to get the ball back and protect the 
lead. The small section of UTSA fans 
erupted into cheers, but the rest of McLane 
stadium fell unusually silent. UTSA kept 
their seven-point lead heading into the 
fourth quarter.

As the fourth quarter got underway, 
UTSA was stopped on a third down and 
short but came up with three points off 
a Victor Falcon 38-yard field goal. This 
extended their lead to ten and made the 
contest a two-possession game with a 
score of 17-7.

With under three minutes to go in the 
game, the UTSA defense stopped Baylor 
inside the red-zone and forced a field goal 
attempt. The kick was good, and with that, 
the score was now 17-10 going into crunch 
time. 

After UTSA went a quick three and 
out, Baylor gained possession of the ball 
with two minutes to go and down by one 
touchdown. The game was suddenly in the 
hands of the UTSA defense, and they’d 
been stellar all-night long. The Baylor 
offense never had a chance. On a 4th 
down and 10, a desperate Solomon tried 
to escape the pressure and scramble out 
of the pocket but was met by linebacker 
Josiah Tauaefa who drove him to the 
turf as he released a wild pass that fell 
incomplete. 

UTSA then kneeled the ball a few times 
to run out the clock and secured their first 
ever victory over a power 5 team. 

A stadium that is usually filled with “Sic 
‘em” chants heard the “U-T….S-A” shouts 
instead echoing throughout the corridors 
of McLane Stadium. Baylor fans quietly 
made their way to the exits disappointed 

and perhaps concerned for their future 
as their beloved Bears have started their 
season 0-2. 

For UTSA, it was a promising start 
to the season. The defense held a high-
powered Baylor offense to their lowest 
point total in seven years, but defensive 
end Marcus Davenport still didn’t think it 
was their best effort.

 “I know we need to improve, and I 
know I need to improve,” he said. 

Davenport also became UTSA’s all-time 
sack leader when he dropped Solomon 
in the backfield in the first quarter giving 
him 14.5 sacks in his Roadrunner career. 
“I wasn’t even thinking about that,” said 
Davenport about his achievement. “I’m 
just happy my team got the win.”

UTSA quarterback Dalton Sturm was 
solid all night as he threw for 155 yards, 
two touchdowns and zero interceptions 
while also adding 98 yards rushing. 
The dual threat of Sturm had the Baylor 
defense on their toes all night long. 

“It feels 
amazing,” 
Sturm said 
about the win. 
“We’ve really 
been working 
towards it, and 
we didn’t play 
to the best of 
our ability, 
but we played 
good enough 
to get the 
win.”

Aside 
from the 98 
rushing yards 
Sturm put 
up, running 
back Jalen 
Rhodes had 
20 carries for 
103 yards on 
the ground. He 
couldn’t get 
a touchdown 
to add to his 

performance, but his average of five yards 
a carry wore down the Baylor’s defensive 
line. He looked impressive in his senior 
season debut.

After being predicted to lose by 17, 
UTSA stunned Baylor and college football 
fans around the nation by pulling off the 
unlikely victory. On unfamiliar turf, the 
‘Runners handed Baylor their second 
straight upset en-route to a 1-0 start to the 
season. 

UTSA looked impressive on both sides 
of the ball Saturday night, and now it looks 
as if their ceiling is even higher. They were 
forced to start their season a week late, but 
the 2017 UTSA football season has finally 
arrived, and it’s off to a great start. 

UTSA football will play their home 
opener this Saturday Sept. 16 against 
Southern University. After the big win, 
the Alamodome should be filled with blue 
and orange as the ‘Runners look for their 
second straight victory. 

UTSA makes history in Waco

Chase Otero, The Paisano

Roadrunners take down the Baylor Bears to start season with a win

By Frank Leal
Sports Editor

Continued from page 1

Dalton Sturm scrambles for a big gain.

Graphic by James Ayala, The Paisano



SEPTEMBER 12 -  SEPTEMBER 19, 20178

Athlete of the week: Josiah Tauaefa

UTSA coach Laura Groff inducted into SAISD hall of fame

UTSA Head Volleyball Coach 
Laura Neugebauer-Groff was 
inducted at the SAISD Hall of 
Fame on Saturday evening at 
the Alamo Convocation Cen-
ter. “Words can’t describe. If 
anybody knows the history of 
SAISD and all the great athletes, 
men and women that have gone 
through the programs all of the 
SAISD schools and to know that 
I am one of those? It’s just such 
an honor and a privilege to be on 
this stage with all of these men 
and women,” Neugebauer-Groff 
said on her induction the SAISD 
Hall of Fame.

Neugebauer-Groff, a graduate 
from the 1982 class, played for 
Jefferson for all four years of her 
high school career.  Neugebauer-
Groff led her team to four district 
championship titles, and she was 
undefeated throughout her entire 
high school career. She was a 
three-sport athlete involved in 
basketball and track. There, she 
was able to win All-City and All-
State Honors. 

“Playing in the State Champi-
onship game and playing with my 
sister was my probably my fond-
est memory from high school,” 
said Coach Groff. “My sister 
was a year older than me and we 
played volleyball, basketball and 
ran track together.”

 She was named Prep All-

American and Academic team 
by the National High School As-
sociation.  During her freshman 
year in 1979, the Lady Mustangs 
advanced to the UIL Volleyball 
State Championship finishing 
runner-up. She is considered to 
be the best volleyball player to 
come out of SAIS.

After high school, she went 
to UT Austin and became an 
All-American volleyball player 
where she set various school 
records. She then went on to 
play professional volleyball in 
Germany and Chicago.

“I got to play with my sister, 
and playing in one of the best 
universities in the country speaks 
for itself. It’s just a great pro-
gram. We were able to always 

rank in the Top 10 and just to 
be able to say that I’ve played 
University of Texas Volleyball is 
an honor in itself,”  Neugebauer-
Groff said of her career at UT 
Austin.

In her coaching career, she’s 
won over 500 games, making her 
the winningest coach in UTSA 
volleyball history.

“I keep getting good ath-
letes, we’re only as good as our 
athletes, so I’ve been fortunate 
enough to have girls trusting me 
and wanting to come play for me 
to keep the tradition going,” said 
Groff about her winning tradition. 

As to what Neugebauer-Groff 
enjoys about coaching, “ Every-
thing. There’s been so many ups 
and downs, the athletes that I’ve 

had come through and UTSA 
Administration that I’ve worked 
with. I can’t really pinpoint 
one thing, I’d have to put it all 
together.”

Neugebauer-Groff’s transition 
from a volleyball player to a vol-
leyball coach has been a reward-
ing journey for her.

“I made that change when 
I graduated from college and 
played three years of professional 
volleyball. I started coaching 
onto high school, and I think the 
hardest thing to understand is that 
you have to bring yourself down 
to their level. You play at such a 
high level, you just have to un-
derstand that it’s all about teach-
ing, so it really doesn’t matter 
the level. It’s just about teaching 

and being patient for them to get 
where you are.”

Along with her accomplish-
ments, there are also ordeals that 
went along with her coaching 
career. 

“The growth. The growth of 
our school and the challenge of 
young ladies still wanting to go to 
some of the bigger schools, better 
known schools, but little do they 
know, we are one of those bigger 
schools now. It’s just the educa-
tion part of it that we need to do a 
better job on as we keep growing 
to educate the communities in the 
state of Texas how good we are.”

By Ellyson Ortega
Contributing Writer

Groff poses for a photo next to her hall of fame plaque. Photo Courtesy of SAISD communications department

By Carlos Hughes
Staff Writer

Tauaefa studies the 
Baylor offense.

Josiah Tauaefa, sophomore on the 
field, junior academically, is com-
ing off a stellar freshman year for the 
‘Runners. 

The Dallas native garnered numer-
ous accolades in his first year of play, 
including a spot on the First Team 
All-Conference-USA team and Confer-
ence-USA Freshmen of the year award. 

One of the reasons he chose UTSA 
was that it was close to Dallas, where 
his family lives, and so they can attend 
most of the home games. A talent for 
football runs in his family, as both of 
his brothers, Josh and Isacc, played at 
the collegiate level. Making his family 
proud is one of his main drives both on 
the field and academically. 

Josiah has been playing football 
since he was four years old, and it has 
been a part of his life ever since. “It’s 
given me a free education, and that’s 
the biggest thing I’ve gotten out of it.” 
Josiah said, “It’s a huge platform at the 
collegiate level, a platform to reach 
people, and hopefully draw them to 

Christ.”
Josiah is a Communication 

major and plans to use it to 
possibly preach and minister 
the Christian gospel later 
on in his life. He takes after 
his father who was part of a 
group of athletes called the 
“Power Team,” who would 
go around and demonstrate 
remarkable physical feats. 
After getting the attention 
of a crowd, they would then 
gather to talk about faith 

and the gospel. Josiah plans to use his 
degree to help spread the teachings of 
Jesus Christ. 

Josiah is a man of unwavering faith 
and is extremely grateful that God has 
given him the abilities that he has. He 
strives to practice his faith on and off 
the field. Being a part of the Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes, he is able to 
practice his faith with fellow Christian 
athletes. 

Josiah says he plays for many 
reasons, but his main reason is for his 
faith, “First and foremost, pleasing the 
Lord. To waste the gifts he’s given me 
is a sin, so every day I try to have that 
mindset,” he said. “He’s given me a 
purpose, and I don’t want to waste a 
day.”

Josiah likes to listen to rap before 
games, and some of his artists of 
choice include Kevin Gates, Meek 
Mill and DMX.  He enjoys bowling 
in his free time and is a self-declared 
“strike king.”  The UTSA football team 
won their first game this past Satur-
day against Baylor 17-10 and look to 
improve to 2-0 this coming weekend 
against Southern University.

Ricky Galindo, The Paisano
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